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The Ba’al Haturim explains that the first letters of the words PXw° °12 mnaw
X277 spells out the word "2 which means captives. The Ba’al Haturim
says the Pasuk is telling us that even though B’nei Yisroel were captives,
they didn’t change their names.

The Ba’al Haturim seems to be saying that what might have caused B’nei1
Yisroel to want to change their name was the fact that they were captives
in Mitzrayim. I can understand that if thet were people were living freely
in a country that they might want to emulate and become part of the
society by using their names, but why would anyone living in an oppressed
country want to use names of their oppressors? Why would the fact that
B’nei Yisroel were in captivity make them want to change their name? It
should have made them want to keep their names!

The answer could be that a person who feels like he is a second-class
citizen will always be on the lookout for ways to make themselves likeable
by their captors. This is true no matter how unlikely or unsuccessful they
are.

This is applicable in our lives as well. When a person goes out to the
workforce and is in a situation where the people around him are net yet
religious, we naturally have a desire to do things that will make us
likeable. This might chas v’shalom cause us to become lax in certain areas
of our avodas Hashem. We must be supremely careful when we find
ourselves in those situations to work extra hard to make sure we hold
strong to all aspects of our avodas Hashem.
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The Ba’al Haturim explains the connection between the end of last week’s
Parsha and the beginning of Shemos as the following: Before Yosef died, he
told B’nei Yisroel that even though the Egyptians changed my name to m1ys niox
— an Egyptian name, you should not change your names to Egyptian names.

If we analyze this Ba’al Haturim, we can ask the following question. Yosef
didn’t change his name. He was only referred to as n1vs nisx¥ by the Egyptians.
His own family still called him Yosef. Yosef was then warning B’nei Yisroel to
not take on Egyptian names when they were among the Egyptians even though
they keep their Jewish names at home when they were around other Jews. I can
understand the problem of Jews totally changing their names to Egyptian names
and how that could cause them to lose their Jewish identity. But if they still used
their Jewish names amongst each other, why wouldn’t that keep their Jewish
identity strong?

The answer could be that we do not understand the power of a small change to
impact a person’s entire identity both for the good and the bad. Yosef was
worried that even if they kept their Jewish names amongst themselves, the
impact on their Jewish identity would still be harmed by being called an
Egyptian name even infrequently when they were involved with the Egyptians.

This is a very important lesson for us as well. Even though it is not prohibited
for us to have non-Jewish names, we still need to realize that any small change
that we might make in our avodas Hashem to accommodate our jobs or other
areas of life can have a much greater impact on our overall avodas Hashem. The
opposite is true as well. If a person makes a small change to increase his avodas
Hashem, we never know how much of an impact it will have on his overall
growth. We need to be vigilant to ensure that we do not take any small steps to
minimize our avodas Hashem and at the same to realize that any small step we
take in our avodas Hashem will have tremendous ramifications in our overall
growth.
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The Sforno gives an introduction to the entire Sefer Shemos which summarizes
what occurred in the years that B’nei Yisroel were in Mitzrayim, the exodus, the
giving of the Torah and the building of the Mishkan. The Sforno says that B’nei
Yisroel were following their desires by worshipping idols and Hashem punished
them through the slavery in Mitzrayim until some of them repented and they
prayed.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. During the entire
period that B’nei Yisroel were in Mitzrayim, there were always righteous people
who were certainly praying for the troubles of B’nei Yisroel to end. This being
the case, I can understand that Hashem was waiting for B’nei Yisroel to repent
in order to redeem them, but why does the Sforno say that Hashem waited for
some people to repent and pray? The prayer of the righteous was occurring
constantly!

The answer could be that in truth we do not have any knowledge or
understanding of whose power of prayer is greater and in what circumstances
might be answered more. Of course, the power of tefillah from a Tzadik is an
incredible force. However, the power of the tefillah of someone who repents
their evil ways and then turns to Hashem can at sometimes be even more
powerful. This is what Hashem was waiting for in order to be able to redeem
B’nei Yisroel from their suffering.

This is such an important lesson for us. People think, “Who am I that I should
pray for someone else? I’m certainly not a big Tzadik and do plenty of things
wrong so only a tzadik should daven for them!” However, we underestimate the
power of tefillah that comes after repentance. If a person takes upon himself
even one small change for the better, his prayers can possibly have a
tremendous impact to help themselves or someone else. In our times, when
there is a lot of suffering among B’nei Yisroel, if we all take upon ourselves a
small change and then daven for someone, we never know what kind of impact
that could have on B’nei Yisroel.
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