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The Sforno explains that Hashem originally wanted the donations to be given through
the representatives of the people which would have been the Sanhedrin. However, the
people ran and brought the donations straight to Moshe Rabbeinu themselves.

It would seem from the Sforno that there was an advantage to having B’nei Yisroel
give the donations specifically through agents as opposed to bringing the donations
themselves. This is difficult to understand because these donations weren’t mandatory.
By a mandatory contribution, we can understand why we need agents to oversee the
donations in order to ensure everyone gives properly. However, these donations were
voluntary. Wouldn’t it be better for the people themselves to bring their own voluntary
donations as opposed to giving it through a middleman?

The answer could be that we do not fully understand the benefit and the inspiration
that comes about when multiple people are involved in different aspects of a mitzvah.
When B’nei Yisroel gave the donation straight to Moshe, they had their own
inspirations. However, they didn’t benefit from the inspiration that comes from seeing
other people involved in the same mitzvah even if they were just collecting the
objects. If the contributions would have been given through the Sanhedrin, the
importance that they felt for their part of the mitzvah would have rubbed off on the
other givers making them much greater in their appreciation of the mitzvah.

This applies in our lives as well. When it comes to performing a mitzvah, if we have
multiple people involved, then each person sees the energy that the other person puts
into the mitzvah. Each person will grow even more in their avodas Hashem. A good
example of this would be the mitzvah of tzedakah. There can be multiple people
involved in the mitzvah. There can be the person involved in calling people to raise
the funds, the people who are giving the tzedakah, the people who prepared all the
fundraising materials and so much more. When each one sees the energy and the love
that each individual has for the mitzvah, then all the other participants love for the
mitzvah will inherently grow as well.
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The Ba’al Haturim explains that the Pasuk says 2 1" and the word °% is the
numerical equivalent of 40. This means that someone with a good eye will give one
out of 40. Then, when the Torah says ¥R 73, the word 5 has the numerical equivalent
of 50 which means that someone who has an average amount of generosity will give
one out of 50. In addition, the numerical equivalent of the first letters of the words

95 n&kn equal 60 which means someone with a bad eye who is not so generous will
give one out of 60 just like what the Rabanan decreed a person should give when
giving Terumah to the Kohein.

If we analyze this Ba’al Haturim we can ask the following question. It seems from
here that the Torah is comparing the donation to the Mishkan which was totally
voluntary to the amounts a person needs to give to Terumah which is a Rabbinic
mandatory law. This is difficult to understand because if a person only gave a small
amount, wouldn’t that be considered a generous amount since he was not required at
all to give? By the Terumah, the Rabanan decreed the minimum and maximum
amount that one gives which directly correlates to their generosity. But here, how
could we compare the donations which were voluntary to Terumah which is
mandatory?

The answer could be that the Torah is teaching us a very important lesson about
giving. Sometimes a person gives not because he is generous, but rather because he
feels he must give like everyone else. When a person gives due to peer pressure, he
will generally not give large amounts because the giving is not coming from a place of
generosity. This is what the Torah is teaching us here. When the Torah describes that
people who are 2% 2°71 this means that because of their generous ways, they won’t give
less than one out of sixty of their respective assets.

This is an important lesson for us as well. The Torah wants us to be generous with our
money and give to charity. We often think we are giving money to charity and that
makes us generous. However, we need to realize that in a certain sense being generous
means we feel that we aren’t only giving, but we’re also giving up something from
ourselves.
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The Ba’al Haturim explains that the Pasuk says > 1" and the word *% is the
numerical equivalent of 40. This means that someone with a good eye will give
one out of 40. Then, when the Torah says v°k 22, the word 92 has the numerical
equivalent of 50 which means that someone who has an average amount of
generosity will give one out of 50. In addition, the numerical equivalent of the
first letters of the words 5 nkn equal 60 which means someone with a bad eye
who is not so generous will give one out of 60 just like what the Rabanan
decreed a person should give when giving Terumah to the Kohein.

If we analyze this Ba’al Haturim we can ask the following question. I can
understand why the Torah needs to tell us the minimum amount in order to be
defined as a generous person because you need to be giving a minimal amount
in order to feel like you’re giving from yourself. However, why does the Torah
need to hint to us that there is a maximum amount in order to be defined as a
generous person?

The answer could be that a person who just gives a supremely large amount of
money might not be coming from a place of generosity. Rather, it might just be
his natural tendency to spend money because he doesn’t value money. This is
not necessarily the sign of a generous person. However, a person who
appreciates the value of money and can still give away a percentage of his assets
1S a generous person.

This 1s an important lesson for us as well. The Torah wants us to be generous
with our money, but it does not want that “generosity” coming from a place
where a person doesn’t value money at all. The Torah wants us to value the
money we have and still be able to part with it by giving it to charity.
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