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The Sforno explains this pasuk to mean that a person who goes in the way of
Hashem and actively does the mitzvos in a way where he knows how the
mitzvos should be done and the purpose behind them will then come to perform
mitzvos out of love and not from fear.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. Just because a
person understands the purpose of mitzvos, why will that automatically lead
him to do the mitzvos out of love and not fear? We all have a yetzer hara.
Sometimes it’s difficult for us just to do mitzvos from fear. And now just
because we know the purpose behind the mitzvos, we’re supposed to overcome
our yetzer hara and do mitzvos out of love?!

The answer can be that if we truly spent the time to understand not just the
reason behind the mitzvah, but how a mitzvah impacts our life and the world in
general, it would become clear to us how good Hashem is to us. We would have
clarity that Hashem gave us mitzvos to be close to Him and we would run to do
them out of love for Hashem because we appreciate the opportunity to change
our lives for the good.
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The parsha begins by telling us what the reward will be for bnei Yisroel for
doing the mitzvos. The first item listed is that Hashem will give us rain at the
right time.

The simple explanation of the “right time” is when it is needed (ie in Eretz
Yisroel during the winter). Rashi, however, explains that the “right time” refers
to the rain coming on Friday night when everyone is home and not on the
roads.

If we analyze this Rashi, we can ask the following question. If we look at the
list of all of the things that Hashem is promising us, we see peace, prosperity,
etc. The fact that it will rain on Friday nights and not weeknights does not seem
to even belong on the list at all! Where is the benefit here that will cause people
to not want to sin in order to receive this reward? And if it needed to be listed
for some reason, why not put it at the end after listing everything else which is
obviously a tremendous reward?

The answer can be that when Hashem is listing all the good that He will give us
that shows us that Hashem is in our life and taking care of us. If a person wants
to see if a friend really cares about them, they will look to see if the friend cares
about the little things. Any person can see the big things that you need and even
help you with them, but only a true friend will see and take care of even the
small seemingly “inconsequential things.”

This is what the Torah is teaching us. Hashem is in our lives all the time and He
is involved in even the smallest details. If you follow the mitzvos, Hashem is
with you and cares so much about you that He will bless you with all the little
things that only someone who really loves you will even recognize.

In our relationships we must realize this as well. We must know that by
focusing on the small issues in the lives of our friends or family, it’s just as
important, if not even more important than the big issues.
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The Torah tells us that one of the brachos that Hashem will grant us when we do
the mitzvos is that there will be peace in the land. The Ramban explains this
means that there will not be any more internal squabbling in bnei Yiroel. After
that, the next reward is that we will defeat our enemies.

If we analyze this Ramban we can ask the following question. What is the
bigger blessing — being able to defeat all your enemies or having no internal
fighting among bnei Yisroel? I would think it would be clear that being
subservient to your enemies would be much worse, so why is having no internal
disputes among our nation listed first in the pasuk?

The answer can be that we do not appreciate how much being involved in
internal arguments causes us pain and suffering. Being subservient to or even
killed by your enemies is definitely difficult, but it is something much more
physical than emotional. However, being involved in arguments causes a person
much deeper emotional pain. This is why the Torah listed this benefit for doing
the mitzvos earlier than defeating your external enemies.

This is a very important lesson for us. Getting into arguments is something that
the Torah views in an extraordinarily negative light. If we can focus on how
much pain and suffering we are causing both to our friend and ourselves when
we get into an argument, it will help prevent us from getting into arguments.
And if we are in an argument, it will give us the drive to try and resolve it.
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