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The Sforno explains that even though Metzorah was outside of the camp, he had to come to a
place that was close to the camp in order for the Kohein to inspect him. The reason for this
was in order for the Kohein to check him without excessive exertion. In this way, it would
give honor to the Kohein.

Why is it so important in the purification process of the Metzorah that the Torah tells us
where he has to meet the Cohein? Just like any other meeting, the Kohein could just send a
message to the Metzorah where to meet him?

The answer could be that this is actually for the benefit of the Metzorah. nv7X is caused by
the sin of lashon hara and that is caused by haughtiness. This Metzorah just went through the
process of repenting his sin. If now he has any ability to impact the decision of where the
meeting takes place and can pressure the Kohein to come to him, this would counter all the
work he did to repent for his sin. It would bring all of the haughtiness back. This is why the
Torah tells us that he has to treat the Kohein with the ultimate respect in order for the
repentance to be complete.

We learn from here how careful we must be when we work on fixing a certain character trait.
Bad character traits get ingrained in a person over a long time. That means that even if we
work to perfect it, we could easily slip back into the bad habits. This is why when a person
repents for a certain sin, he should try to avoid being tempted as much as possible to give
time for the change to take hold.
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The Kli Yakar explains the apparent contradiction in the pasuk: In one place it says >R X213
17277 which means you bring the Metzorah to the Kohein. And then it says 771377 X" which
means the Kohein should go to him to check the tzara'as. The Kli Yakar explains that we
bring him against his will to learn from the Kohein the proper Torah behavior so he won’t
become a Metzorah again. The Kli Yakar further explains that on the day that he repents, we
bring him against his will to the Kohein to learn how Hashem wants him to act.

If we analyze this Kli Yakar we can ask the following question. It seems that even after he
decides to repent, we bring him against his will to the Kohein to learn the path of Hashem
and how to act. However, if he was willing to repent, why is going to the Kohein to learn how
to act against his will. He should be doing it willingly since he is ready to repent?

The answer could be that there is a major difference between a person repenting due to his
personal suffering and someone who repents because he truly wants to change. The
repentance of the Metzorah is that he needs the suffering to end and he’s willing to do
whatever it takes, but he hasn’t yet come to the stage that he wants to change his life around
which is why we force him to go to the Kohein. When we force him to go, it’s in order that
he learns what true repentance entails and enables him to get on the path to real change. Even
if repentance starts like that only to remove the suffering, Hashem will accept it as long as in
the end of the day it leads to true change.
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Rashi explains that the birds that are brought for the Korban of the Metzorah must not be
impure because tzara'as is caused by the sin of lashon hara and the birds should be ones that
chirp to remind him of the sin that he did. Rashi also brings that the reason we bring a branch
of the cedar tree is because another cause of tzara'as is being haughty.

If we analyze this Rashi we can ask the following question. The Metzorah had already
repented and recognized what he did wrong and the tragic consequences of that sin so why do
we need to remind him of his sin through bringing these special sacrifices?

The answer could be that when a person is repenting because of his personal suffering, he is
not focused on the future because he is getting rid of the current situation. However, when it
comes to being able to stick with the change, he needs to be inspired again to help him grow.
This is why we remind him at the time that he’s being cured that lashon hara and haughtiness
will only lead him down the path of destruction.
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