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Rashi gives multiple explanations to explain what Yehuda told Yosef when he
said, “You are like Pharoh.” The first explanation was that Yehuda told Yosef
that, “To me... you are like a king.” The Sifsei Chachamim explains that
Yehuda was explaining to Yosef why he was pleading with him to release
Binyamin even though Yosef was not a king. Yehuda told Yosef that he viewed
Yosef as great as Pharoh.

We can assume based off the prior interactions with Yosef that the brothers
probably viewed him as a king. When the brothers witnessed Yosef throw
Shimon into prison, that demonstrated that Yosef had full control over what
happened in Egypt. If Yehuda wanted Yosef to release Binyamin, he knew that
he’d have to plead with Yosef as if he was the ruler of Egypt. If so, why would
Yehuda need to explain to Yosef that he’s like Pharoh in the sense that he’s like
the ruler over Egypt? This is something that Yosef and the brothers already
knew!

The answer could be that we do not understand the power of how flattery can
impact a person. In truth, Yehuda did not have to explain anything to Yosef. It
was obvious to everyone why Yehuda was pleading his case to Yosef. However,
Yehuda was trying to flatter Yosef by saying that he viewed him as a king and
he did that by explaining to Yosef that even if he wasn’t in charge of everything
in Egypt, in Yehuda’s eyes, he viewed Yosef as if he was the real king. Even
though Yosef knew that Yehuda was aware that Yosef was the decision maker in
Egypt, Yehuda still felt that by speaking this out, Yosef would be more willing
to grant the request of releasing Binyamin.

This teaches us the incredible impact it has when you make someone feel good
about himself even though the other person might know your intentions. This is
a very important tool if we want to impact someone to change for the better. If
we can build that person up by making him feel good about himself, he will
naturally become more open to listening to what you have to say.
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Rashi gives multiple explanations to explain what Yehuda told Yosef
when he said, “You are like Pharoh.” The second explanation that
Rashi says is from a Midrash. Rashi explains that Yehuda told Yosef
that it was not a good idea to keep Binyamin because Binyamin’s
great grandmother, Sara, was also held captive by Pharoh and Hashem
punished Pharoh with leprosy. If so, Hashem will certainly do the
same to you.

This explanation is difficult to understand. There’s an obvious
difference between the two situations. By Sara, Hashem punished
Pharoh because she didn’t do anything wrong. However, from
Yehuda’s point of view, Binyamin stole Yosef’s cup so why would
Yosef think that Hashem would punish him?

The answer could most people don’t think things through on a deep
level. Yehuda assumed that if Yosef heard the idea that he might be
punished just like Pharoh was about one hundred years earlier, he
wouldn’t think deeply about the matter and might just be convinced to
release Binyamin.

Some people hear things on a daily basis and don’t stop to think about
if what they heard makes sense according to the Torah’s perspective.
It’s very important that when we hear something, whether it’s news or
information about someone that we know, we have to stop and think
about the topic deeply in terms of what the Torah’s point of view
would be.
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Rashi gives multiple explanations to explain what Yehuda told Yosef
when he said, “You are like Pharoh.” The third explanation is that
Yosef was just like Pharoh in the sense that they both make promises
and decrees that they don’t keep. The Sifse1 Chachamim explains that
Yehuda was trying to convince Yosef that he wasn’t safe in his
position. Yosef thought that Pharoh would protect him, but Yehuda
pointed out that just like Pharoh passed a law saying that no servant
could be king and still appointed Yosef to be king, he also wouldn’t be
reliable to save Yosef if Yosef really needed him.

Pharoh didn’t keep to his decree because there was a reason for
breaking the law. Egypt benefited by appointing Yosef as the king.
And now it would certainly be to Pharoh’s benefit to keep Yosef alive.
If so, Pharoh would certainly protect Yosef even if he normally didn’t
keep his promises. If so, what was Yehuda trying to convey in this
interpretation?

The answer could be that a person who is not consistently honest
cannot be trusted to do what they say even if it would be in their
benefit to keep their word. This 1s because a dishonest person can
make mistakes and view things that might be benefits as detriments in
their life.

We see from here the importance of being honest and keeping our
word. A dishonest person might say, “I will always do the right thing.”
But this won’t always be true. This is the nature of a person who
doesn’t always keep his word. We need to work on ourselves to focus
on keeping our word and always try to be honest so that we don’t end
up coming to fool ourselves.
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