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Rashi explains that when the Torah says that Hashem didn’t want B’nei
Yisroel to leave Egypt using the direct route, it was because it would have
been easy for them to go back to Egypt. The next Rashi explains that when
B’nei Yisroel left in a circuitous route, they still tried to appoint a new
leader to return to Egypt. We see certainly if Hashem would have led them
using the most direct route, they would have turned and gone back.

If we analyze this Rashi we can ask the following question. We see that
even though Hashem brought B’nei Yisroel in a circuitous route, they still
tried to appoint a leader to return to Egypt. If so, why was it so important
for Hashem to travel this route as opposed to the more direct one?

The answer could be that there is a major difference between a decision
made without thought as opposed to one where the person contemplates
his future actions. When B’nei Yisroel left Egypt using the more circuitous
route, there were people that said that they should appoint a leader to
return to Egypt. However, that was only a part of B’nei Yisroel. The other
part of B’nei Yisroel said this wouldn’t be a good i1dea because they saw
how difficult the route to travel had become. If the route would have been
more direct, the decision could have been made in haste to agree to go
back to Egypt. They all would have immediately decided to return to
Egypt the second things became difficult.

This is a very important lesson in our lives as well. Sometimes we have
desires and those desires actually seem simple to achieve. Sometimes, our
minds don’t even have a chance to think twice before making the decision.
It’s as if our mind is on autopilot and things are just automatic. It is so
important that before we make decisions, we need to focus and consider
which choices are in front of us. We shouldn’t let our natural tendencies
overcome us which might cause us to just choose the easiest path.
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The Rashbam explains that the reason that Hashem didn’t want B’nei
Yisroel to go out of Egypt on the most direct route was because He didn’t
want B’nei Yisroel to get involved in battles in Eretz Yisroel right away. If
they would experience the troubles and challenges of war in Eretz Yisroel,
they would have gone right back to Egypt.

If we analyze this Rashbam we can ask the following question. The
Rashbam seems to say that Hashem wasn’t afraid of B’nei1 Yisroel seeing
war and returning to Egypt, but rather it was the 7r7°0 of going to battle
the effort of having to do so that have caused B’nei Yisroel to return to
Egypt. This is hard to understand because B’ nei Yisroel were in slavery for
their entire lives. They were forced to use maximum physical effort on a
daily basis. If so, why suddenly now when they need to exert physical
energy to fight a war would they give up and return to Egypt?

The answer could be that we do not understand the impact of change on a
person. During all the years that B’nei Yisroel were slaves in Egypt, they
expended maximum effort on a daily basis. However, that did not bother
them as much because they became accustomed to it. However, when a
new situation would arise that involved a different type of physical energy,
they might have viewed that physical energy as too difficult for them to
overcome.

This 1s a very important lesson in our lives as well. In certain areas of our
avodas Hashem, even though the challenges are difficult, when we get
accustomed to doing it, the challenge does not seem to us to be as difficult
anymore. However, if we find the need to then tackle a different challenge,
it suddenly becomes too overwhelming for us. If, however, we can focus
on the challenges that we overcame in the past and recognize that it took
the same effort to defeat those challenges, it will give us the strength to
face all our future ones with the knowledge that we have done it in the
past. We’ll be convinced that we can do it now and truly to grow in all
areas of our avodas Hashem.
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The Targum explains that the word 2°2 M means that Bnei Yisroel went
out of Egypt with alacrity.

If we analyze this Targum, we can ask the following question. The Torah
seems to be praising B’nei Yisroel for the fact that they left Egypt with
alacrity. It is hard to understand why this is such a great praise. B’nei
Yisroel was in the worst form of slavery for years. And even though for the
past year they weren’t suffering during the plagues, they were still
suffering with the fact that they were enslaved in Egypt. If so, wouldn’t
anyone take the opportunity to leave such a place with a sense of alacrity?!
Any normal person would be running to get out of there as soon as he
possibly could!

The answer could be that we do not understand the challenge that comes
along with the unknown. Of course, if you asked any one of the slaves in
Egypt, they would tell you that they were ready to leave immediately.
However, deep in their heart they might be unsure about what they could
face in the future. This might have caused them to have some
subconscious doubts which would have caused them to leave Egypt at a
slower pace without that same energy. This was the great praise of B’nei
Yisroel that even with the fear of the unknown, they trusted in Hashem so
much that they left Egypt without even a drop of hesitation.

Many times in our lives we are constantly faced with decisions where one
choice comes with a lack of knowledge of what the future will bring and
the other choice means continuing to live with the situation that is familiar
to us. Our natural tendency is sometimes to stay with what is familiar to us
even though the new situation might be better. When we face these types
of decisions, before we decide we need to ensure that we are not being
swayed by our natural desire for familiarity.



Analyzing Chazal
A new and innovative program based on
the methodology of the Alter of Slabodka
with Rabbi Royale Schonbrun

Breathe life and excitement into learning the
parsha of the week.

Learn the skills you need to analyze chazal and
open up their depth and beauty to you.

Email us at Royaleschonbruncpa@gmail.com to
receive our weekly 5-minute Analyzing Chazal
podcast and Torah magazine on the weekly
parsha.

Coming soon - live interactive shiurim in person
or internet based where we breakdown the
Chazal together in small groups. Details to

follow.

For more information, please call 0564-6374321

the QR code

If you want to sponsor an edition of Analyzing Chazal in I'iluy nishmas or in honor of someone, please contact us at
054 637 4321.

054-6374321 119702 NN'X WP NY ,NN7Y AXRIDT IX NN 17'WY7 2"TNa 0y 117y NXONA 770 NNRY7 IXON DX



