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Rashi asks why did the Torah put the parsha of the menorah right after the
parsha of the sacrifices that the heads of each tribe brought during the
consecration of the mishkan? He explains that when Aharon saw that neither he
nor anyone else from his tribe were involved in the consecration of the mishkan,
he felt bad until Hashem told him that his service to Hashem was greater than
all of the heads of each tribe because he would light the menorah every day.

If we analyze this Rashi we can ask the following question. Aharon already
knew that he and his tribe were going to do things to serve Hashem in the
Mishkan that no one else could do. For example, there was the Yom Kippur
service, the Kohanim themselves and his tribe would be the only ones to carry
the Mishkan. If so, why was he so pained that his tribe didn’t contribute to the
consecration of the Mishkan?

The answer could be that we underestimate the feeling of being left out of
something. Of course, Aharon knew that he and his tribe were involved in many
spiritual things that the rest of b’nei Yisroel did not merit. However, the fact
that he was not included in something that would relate to their jobs caused
Aharon much pain. When Hashem told Aharon that lighting the menorah was
part of the consecration of the Mishkan, then Aharon was relieved.

This is a very important lesson in our lives. When we are involved in something
whether spiritual like a shiur or even something physical like going to the beach
or playing sports, it’s so important to include everyone. If Aharon Hokohein felt
pain over being left out then certainly our friends and associates will feel bad
being left out too.
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The Ramban explains this pasuk that even though the lighting of the menorah
was permitted to be done even by his sons, Aharon performed the mitzvah
himself all the days of his life.

The Torah does not have one extra letter. If so, why does the Torah add 3 extra
words just to tell me that Aharon performed the mitzvah himself his entire life?
Furthermore, why is that even a surprise? If a person has the opportunity to do
something great every day which brings with it a large reward, is there even a
question that he would not let anyone else do it in his place? Why would we
think that Aharon would give up his ability to do this mitzvah even one time?

The answer could be that people sometimes think that even things that come
with great compensation eventually become “dull.” A person can come to say to
himself, “I already have enough of a reward. It’s time to let someone else do it.”
Only someone who constantly sees the incredible benefit of doing the mitzvah
will be able to continue to do it all of the time.

This is an important lesson for us. Many times when we do mitzvos or learn
Torah, we begin to lose our motivation and inspiration to learn. We then just do
it because we know that it’s required. This can eventually lead to a person being
less zealous in the performance of the mitzvos. In order to keep doing the
mitzvos with the same excited feelings we need to constantly remind ourselves
how great the mitzvos are and how lucky we are to be Torah Jews with the
ability to perform these mitzvos on a daily basis.
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Rashi brings the Midrash Tanchuma which tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu tried to
build the menorah himself but he kept getting stuck until Hashem told him to
throw the gold into the fire and the menorah came out by itself.

Hashem obviously knew that Moshe would not be able to build the menorah
even with all of his efforts. If so, then why didn’t Hashem tell Moshe from the
beginning to throw the gold into the fire and the menorah will come out by
itself?

The answer could be that even if a person feels he won’t be successful in doing
a mitzvah, they have to know that the action itself has merit. Hashem wants to
see our efforts and then in the end Hashem will make us successful. This could
be why Hashem had Moshe try to build the menorah even though he would not
be successful.

This is a very important lesson for us and in chinuch in general. We are all
given tests from Hashem that we need to work on whether they relate to positive
commandments like getting up on time for davening or not transgressing a
negative prohibition by following our desires. Even though our goal has to be to
successfully defeat our yetzer hara, we have to know that there will be times
that we will fail. A person shouldn’t give up hope when he fails. Instead, he
should know that Hashem values the effort even when we don’t succeed. We
should remind ourselves that in the end just like Hashem helped Moshe to

create the menorah, He will also help us defeat the yetzer hara as long as we
first put in the effort.
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