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The Sforno explains the pasuk where the Torah tells us that “a person brings a korban from
himself” means that a person should bring a korban with subservience and a confession of his
own sins. The Sforno continues and says that Hashem does not want the sacrifices of fools
who bring their sacrifices without prior self-introspection.

We can understand that a person who brings a sacrifice without prior subservience might be
called insincere but describing such a person as a fool seems to be harsh and out of place.

We see from the Sforno that the Torah is teaching us a very important lesson how we must
approach mitzvos. The reason the Torah describes such a person as a fool is because the
person is not focusing on the most basic question which is “why am I doing the mitzvah to
begin with?” When a person does a mitzvah or stops himself from doing a sin, he needs to
focus on one thing: You are doing exactly what Hashem commanded you to do. This is why
someone who brings a korban without prior subservience is considered a fool because he is
oblivious to why he is bringing the korban in the first place. It is so important to keep in mind
when we are doing mitzvos that we are doing them for the sake of Hashem because that is the
integral part of the mitzvah.
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The Kli Yakar explains that the Torah is coming to teach us that someone who brings a
korban should not make the mistakes of Kayin and Hevel. Unlike Kayin, he should make sure
to only bring things that are worthy to be sacrificed on the mizbayach. And unlike Hevel, a
person should bring the korban because he himself was inspired to bring the korban and not
to make yourself equal to someone else who brought a korban.

If we analyze this Kli Yakar we can ask the following questions. Firstly, we know that nxip
7M1 71270 2°7910 so maybe it is not the best way to bring a korban but it will bring the person
to grow. Furthermore, why is the focus on this particular lack in avodas Hashem? Shouldn’t
the same thing apply to someone who brings a korban so he would get rich or for some other
need?

We can answer by saying that when it comes to mitzvos like learning Torah, if a person does
the mitzvah even because he wants to be like his friend then that works because we are
mostly interested in him sitting and learning Torah. But here this person is bringing the
korban because he wants to try to connect to Hashem. And that cannot be done if you are
trying to just be the same as your friend. However, if a person brings a korban because he
wants to be rich then inherently he is talking to Hashem and asking him for things which is
building the relationship.
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The Ba'al Haturim explains the reason why the Torah changes from the language of 17> 7101
when describing bringing an ox as a korban as opposed to the language of 17 n& 7101 when
describing bringing a goat or a sheep. He explains that the word nX means you should lean on
the sheep without your full strength while by the ox you should lean on the ox with your full
strength.

If we analyze the Ba'al Haturim we can ask the following question. The Torah feels it is
necessary to add 2 letters to the Torah to teach us that you should lean on the sheep without
your full strength since it is a smaller animal. This seems to be superfluous. A person can’t
lean so hard that he would cause a blemish because that would disqualify the animal from
being used as a korban. Aside from that, the entire process was at most only a few minutes
long. Furthermore, shortly after the 77210 process the animal will be killed, so why does the
Torah have to add those 2 letters to teach us to do 172°n0 on the animal with less that your full
strength?

The answer could be that the Torah is coming to teach us a very important lesson about our
interactions with other people. We need to know that if Hashem cares so much about any
small extra pain an animal will have for a very short time, even though it will die soon
afterward, how much more so must we be careful with our interactions with our friends,
family and associates not to cause them any pain no matter how small and short lived it might
be.
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