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Rashi brings down the Midrash Tanchuma which says that since the Satan and
the nations of the world will ask B’nei Yisroel what’s the reason for this
mitzvah, Hashem said it is a P17 — something which you have no permission to
question.

If B’nei Yisroel, as a result of the yetzer hara, were truly bothered by a mitzvah
they didn’t understand, why would it help them when Hashem says it is my law
and you cannot question it? If they can’t understand the reason, why does it help
to be told that you have no permission to question it?

The answer could be that the nature of a person is to question

everything. People question things that they believe they should understand.
However, if a person knows that there is something that is not in his league of
understanding, then his lack of understanding will not bother him. For example,
it does not bother a regular person if he does not understand quantum physics.

This is why Hashem had to tell B’nei Yisroel that this is not for you to
understand and due to that B’nei Yisroel will not feel bad that they do not
understand it.

This is a very important lesson for us as well. Sometimes there are mitzvos or
prohibitions that people do not fully understand and they think that these
mitzvos aren’t applicable to our generation. This can be a very difficult test for
people when certain mitzvos go against what they feel is a basic need and they
can’t understand it. We have to remind ourselves that we never fully understand
the ways of Hashem. Hashem doesn’t intend for us to understand everything but
rather Hashem wants us to know that the Mitzvos are good and correct, and then
it will become easier for us to continue and push through even some of the more
difficult challenges.
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The Ramban explains when B’nei Yisroel came to 1% 2271 that 7797 5 was
mentioned in the pasuk to teach us that the entire congregation complained that
there was no water after the death of Miriam. The same words were said by the
death of Aharon to teach us that all of B’nei Yisroel were at his eulogy.

If we analyze this Ramban we can ask the following question: It seems that the
words 177971 92 are in the wrong place if you want to teach me that B’nei Yisroel
all complained together. Shouldn’t the Torah use the words 177971 92 when
discussing the complaint and not when they came to the place?

The answer could be that the Torah is teaching us an important lesson which is
the great power of unity both for the good and the bad. What caused the fact
that all of B’nei Yisroel complained when there was no water or all went to the
eulogy of Aharon was because they were united. When a group is united, ideas
can easily be spread to the entire congregation. This is why the Torah uses the
words 77971 95 when Bnei Yisroel came and not by the complaint.

In our lives we always find ourselves as part of multiple groups. We have
family groups, we have our neighbors, community, work associates, etc. These
groups have a tremendous ability to influence us for the good and the bad chas
v’shalom. It is very important on the one hand to try to put ourselves in groups
when we can who focus on Torah and mitzvos. If we do that, then our natural
tendency will be influenced by them to do good. However, when there are
times, like in a workplace or other such situations when the group is not
necessarily up to the standards of a ben Torah, we need to constantly fortify
ourselves to ensure that we are not influenced by those surroundings.
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The Kli Yakar explains the reason B’nei Yisroel didn’t have water after the
death of Miriam was a punishment because they did not eulogize her properly.
Her loss to B’nei Yisroel wasn’t recognized. Therefore, Hashem withheld the
water so that B’nei Yisroel would recognize that the water they had throughout
their sojourn in the midbar was solely due to the merit of Miriam.

It seems that B’nei Yisroel were not aware of the fact that the water they had in
the midbar was due to the merit of Miriam. If so, why were they punished for
not eulogizing her properly if they did not understand who she was?

The answer could be that our natural tendency is not to question and understand
what is going on around us. We don’t always understand the underlying reasons
and ramifications of our actions as well as those of others. It seems that B’nei
Yisroel just assumed the water was there along with everything else they had,
and did not bother to think that it might be a result of someone great in their
generation. However, if they would have thought about it and asked, they would
have known that it was in the merit of Miriam. Since they didn’t do this, they
were punished.

This is an important lesson in our lives as well. When something good happens
to us and we do not know who was behind it, we have a requirement to find out
so that we can give them the proper thanks. This is especially true in seeing the
hand of Hashem in everything that happens to us. We cannot go through life
thinking that everything just happens. Rather, we need to be aware of the hand
of Hashem and of the good of other people to see what they do for us. Only then
will we be able to properly perform the mitzvah of 217 n151.
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