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Rashi explains that the Torah uses the word 1x when the Torah feels that the people involved
need inspiration to perform a particular mitzvah. Rashi says the reason the Kohanim needed
special inspiration regarding the Korban Olah was because there was a financial loss
involved. The Sifsei Chachamim explains that the loss was due to the fact that the Kohanim
only get the skin from the animal and not any of the meat. This is why the Torah needed to
inspire the Kohanim to ensure they bring the Korban Olah properly.

If someone offered you a job but stipulated that at first you’ll get paid minimum wage for the
initial work and then for the rest of the job you’ll get paid top salary, how would you view
this offer? Would you be upset that you’re getting paid minimum wage in the beginning? Or
would you look at the first stage of minimum wage as a stepping stone to the high salary
that’s soon to come? It’s obvious that you would view the low wage work as a benefit and not
as a loss! So why in this case does the Torah need to tell us that the Kohanim would view the
Korban Olah as a loss rather than a way to get access to many other Korbanos from which the
Kohanim do get the meat?!

We learn from here that we underestimate the natural tendency of a person when it comes to
work. If people don’t feel that they’re being compensated for an action they are performing,
even though through this action they’ll eventually receive great financial gains, it’s still be
very difficult for people to put forth all of their efforts.

In our lives we have a responsibility to learn Torah and do mitzvos. In truth, we all know
intellectually that there is great reward both in this world and the next world. But we do not
always see the benefits right away. This can make it difficult for us to put all of our efforts
into performing these mitzvos. In this case, we have to constantly inspire ourselves and
believe in the importance of the mitzvos to ensure we perform them properly.
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The Torah uses the word 1 regarding the mitzvah of bringing the Korban Olah in order that
Moshe would give over the mitzvah with an additional sense of urgency. The purpose of this
was because it would be difficult for the Kohanim to perform the mitzvah properly without
the added inspiration.

The Kli Yakar explains that the difficulty was that the organs had to be burnt overnight and
the Kohanim had to be awake all night to ensure everything went smoothly. The risk was that
without this extra inspiration, the Kohanim might fall asleep and the korban would be ruined.

If a person knows they have to work all night or to stay up and learn all night on Shavuos,
they’ll prepare themselves accordingly so that staying up will not be so difficult. How come
the Kohanim couldn’t just prepare themselves for this part of the avodah without needing
inspiration? Furthermore, each Kohein had to do this for maximum two days out of the year.
Why is that considered risky enough to require additional inspiration to stay awake? And
lastly, how would the inspiration even help if their body eventually did just fall asleep?

The answer is people have a natural tendency to be lazy. Man is made from the dust of the
earth — nn78n 7oY. This means our bodies are naturally pulled down towards the source
where we come from. This trait of being lazy is especially true when everyone else is
sleeping. In truth, if a person properly prepares himself, then he physically should be able to
stay awake. The only issue that will cause him to sleep will be this trait of laziness. But he
can fight this trait with some additional inspiration for the importance of the mitzvah.

We learn from here an incredible lesson. People sleep a lot and of course every person needs
a certain amount of sleep, but there are times that we sleep more than we need to and that
comes from the trait of laziness. Chazal say that sleep is 1/60" of death. People need to sleep
in order to be healthy and fulfill their avodas Hashem when they wake up. But Chazal
compare sleep to death because when someone is asleep, he can’t do any mitzvos just like
after someone dies. We can overcome the trait of laziness and sleep just the amount that we
need by inspiring ourselves to the preciousness of every mitzvah, especially to learning
Torah.
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The Torah uses the word 1 regarding the mitzvah of bringing the Korban Olah in order that
Moshe would give over the mitzvah with an additional sense of urgency. The purpose of this
was because it would be difficult for the Kohanim to perform the mitzvah properly without
the added inspiration.

The Ohr Hachayim explains that the difficulty for the Kohanim was the fact that since the
Kohanim had to burn the organs at night, they wouldn’t be able to do their own work at night.

If we analyze this Ohr Hachayim we can ask the following questions. First of all, in the time
of the Mishkan and the Beis Hamikdash, there were no electric lights so this meant the work
day only went from sunrise to sunset. So what other work did the Kohanim have to do at
night? Secondly, even if you found some other “work” that the Kohanim wanted to do, this
was the time that they were assigned to work solely in the Mishkan and Beis Hamikdash. In
the times of the Beis Hamikdash, the Kohanim left their homes and fields behind to travel to
Yerushalayim to work in the Beis Hamikdash. So how could there be other work that the
Kohanim wanted to do at night? Lastly, if they were going to complain about lost work time,
why wouldn’t they be bothered more by the fact that they had to leave their home and
businesses for a whole week to work in the Beis Hamikdash as opposed to the loss of work at
night?

In reality, each Kohein who did the avodah in the Beis Hamikdash for a week understood
what he was “giving up” and was more than happy with the tradeoff to have the merit of
working in the Beis Hamikdash. However, the night work is something that rarely happened.
Each Kohein only had to work at night about two times per year. And this is where the yetzer
hara enters the picture. Since this is something that rarely happened, no one really considered
it as part of the tradeoff when they were going to do the avodah in the Beis Hamikdash. And
once something is not thought about in advance, the yetzer hara can use a person’s
imagination to think that he really is losing out on precious work time. Then, based on that he
will be lax in the performance of the avodah if he does not inspire himself in advance.

This is something that we need to know about the yetzer hara. He’ll try to convince us to do
an aveira or be lax in doing a mitzvah by using thoughts that are not based on reality and are
rooted in our imagination. The best way to fight this is to prepare ourselves in advance and
always remind ourselves how precious the mitzvos really are so that we can push away these
thoughts when they enter our minds.
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