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The Ba’al Haturim explains that the word 2py teaches us that we must learn
from the heel of the foot. The heel of the foot follows the front of the foot, and
therefore doesn’t get stubbed like the toes sometimes do. We also learn to act
humble and follow others so that we don’t get caught doing aveiros.

The Torah tells us that Moshe Rabbeinu was the humblest person that ever
lived. He was also the greatest leader in the history of B’nei Yisroel. The Ba’al
Haturim must be saying that we need to follow Hashem’s laws just like a
humble person would. This seems to imply that a person needs to be humble to
follow Hashem’s commandments. However, this is difficult to understand
because why can’t a person keep all the commandments while feeling greater
than other people? Why is the character trait of humility necessary to keeping
the mitzvos? Instead, someone who keeps all the mitzvos should feel greater
than other people who don’t!

The answer could be that we don’t completely understand the power of the trait
of haughtiness. A haughty person can never truly follow the commandments of
Hashem. If he finds himself in a situation where he must make a decision on a
topic and there’s benefit for him if he makes the choice going against what
Hashem wants, it will be very difficult for him to make a correct choice because
subconsciously he will think, “I know best what’s the correct thing to do.” Since
every person has My (biases), we always need to check our decisions, but a
haughty person won’t do this.

This is such an important lesson for our lives as well. Most people have some of
the trait of haughtiness inside them. That trait can cause us to believe the
decisions we are making are always correct and we don’t need to analyze any of
our decisions or ask a Rav/Rebbe. We must work hard to ensure that when we
need to make decisions on how to act, both in situations between man and his
fellow man and between man and Hashem, that we check our decision to make
sure that there’s no haughtiness involved.
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The Sforno explains this pasuk to mean that you should not have
mercy on them. By not having mercy on them, you will not come to
worship their idols. However, if you do have mercy on them, there is
no doubt that they will cause you to sin.

It seems that what will cause B’nei Yisroel to sin is the fact that they
will have mercy on the Canaanites that were living there. If B’nei
Yisroel didn’t have mercy on them, but just lived in the same
neighborhood and saw them doing their sins, wouldn’t that also have
an influence in causing them to sin?

The answer could be that when a person creates an emotional bond
with someone, they’re more vulnerable to being influenced by that
person. Certainly, even if a person does not have an emotional
connection to a sinner, he can still be influenced by seeing his actions
on a daily basis. However, there is no comparison to the influence that
occurs when you have an emotional connection to someone.

This is very important in our lives as well. Today, many people work
with people who are not yet Torah Jews. It is very difficult to not
build any friendship with these coworkers or clients. This makes it
much easier for us to be influenced by their actions. It is therefore
extremely important to constantly strengthen ourselves to be able to
withstand the power of these influences.



102

TONI N'7'9N NN OIN

g R 7727

2"'¥7T MoY7 nun 2"y "y

51 IT'2Ixw 21NN "non ™n

1NNV 7IX'VIN 2D

"' 7109 'T 719 27V WO
DWYNINY 721X ND'R "IN 27XN 0N 02N 2273 KN D

70 W' 2ANIXTY NIXYT7 MNIRETNON NNXWD ;) 21090 DX 110N 1211900
NN AT DX TAN 78 7DNIX 0'an7 710! IX 'R1ELDY7'N NN )P

1271>' X7 D71IVN )N TAYW N1aN NN X778 ,00NN ThON NNXRY NawNn
I'NIAXT7 NYYY 11D N'7¥N7 117 2Ty XINEIRN'R N 72X DNIK DX
.0"M¥YNa

ITN NAYNNN .AXAN N7RWUN DX 72IKYYT 7210 NTA 1111900 X NN DX
,AXNN NT OX 207 NIRX? 0'TNON DN D 78Y' 12 7¢ DNima N7y
N7X ,NNNMM2I N¥17 C"WOX 'RY 21IWN7 X7 DN7 MI7 nimn 0D 'R
770$2w naron N 70'N17K "2 Nnn'tna nxa? o710t X7 Dnw a1wn?

.0N7v TNON 7V nooian NN'"N IT NAYNNN NX DN7 NN'N

017W7 N9Y NMN Y N71>'2 0277 IRY NINY D713 D2IYWNn

-TNO 1N WA JINN N2 17V NIAWNNN 1AW Q¥Nd D2 N17¢ Niawnna
[NIX NRYWI1 DNMIAYNN XM |9IX VI7YWT7 N71D'D NN 7R 117
.D'NI7R2 NIMNYT TN9N

DY D"NN DX 0N 112N .12 TN MY D2 YN V'Y INT
IN INVY 17w 0777 ,N01197 ,NINMAT7 DARIT 1INIX D'MYD7 .0'¥NY7
NT ,NT 210N NIAYNN2A X7 N7¢ NN YWXD .0NX DAY 0MNATY
.D'NI7X NTIAY 7¥ DNKR 0'02YN21 N7 DTN TrNNn TINN nwpm
YN N2'wNN T DR NRYW? D700 DX 117 W'y NYT? 1'9Y ,NRT DY
,("7 TV KINE TR DANITR 72K DI7R "7 N 700) 017K NINNY
701 71727 117 AWONN'I NIX'NIN NIAWNN 111XV 1'01 D T I

1199 DNIPR NTIAY 7w 0'oa'NN



102

TONI N'7'9N NN OIN

g R 7727

2"'¥7T MoY7 nun 2"y "y

51 IT'2Ixw 21NN "non ™n

RAV ROYALE SCHONBRUN

' PI0D 'T PUD 2Py NwND
DWINNTY DOIN TR 1A% ORI 2YINT 20920 72292 TR 9D

This pasuk translates to: “When you are afraid and say to yourself that the
enemy has so many soldiers, how can I possibly defeat them?”” The Sforno
explains this pasuk means don’t say it with the thought that you are afraid of
them. Instead, say this with the realization that we can only defeat our enemies
with Hashem’s help just like He assisted us in Mitzrayim.

This thought is coming into their minds because they are afraid of going into
battle. If that is the case, how could the Torah tell them not to think it 1s not
possible to win the war, but rather that they could not win the war without
Hashem? The reason they had this thought to begin with was based on their fear.

The answer could be that we underestimate the ability of our minds to control
our thoughts even in a situation where the thoughts came into our minds from
an emotion like fear. B’nei Yisroel had the ability to fully control their thoughts
and change it from one of fear to one of faith in Hashem.

This is an important lesson for us as well, especially during the current days.
Most of us live life with stresses. Sometimes we worry about health, parnassah,
our children, security or many other topics. When our minds are full of these
types of thoughts, it makes it very difficult to focus on our learning and other
aspects of our service of Hashem. However, we must know that we have the
ability to change the way we think from stress to faith in Hashem, (all is hard
without Hashem but Hashem is with me and will help me), and by doing that we
will remove from ourselves the stressful thoughts and enable us to grow in all
aspects of our service of Hashem.
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