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The Sforno explains that the reason Hashem had to tell Moshe that “I hardened
the heart of Pharoh” was because Moshe thought that there was no point in
continuing to rebuke Pharoh. Moshe saw that Pharoah admitted that Hashem
was righteous and he was the sinner, but still didn’t allow B’nei Yisroel to leave.
Moshe felt that any additional rebuke would just be a waste of time. Therefore,
Hashem told Moshe that He was the one who hardened Pharoh’s heart so that
He could continue to give the plagues to Mitzrayim in order that some of them
will repent and so that B’nei Yisroel should see Hashem’s greatness and
goodness.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. Even if Moshe
thought that it was a waste of time to continue to warn Pharoh, if Hashem told
him to continue to give warnings, Moshe would have done so even without this
explanation. If so, why was it important for Hashem to explain to Moshe why
he should still warn Pharoh?

The answer could be that we don’t understand the difference it makes when a
person performs an action when he believes there is a purpose to it as opposed
to someone who performs the same action and believes it’s a waste of time. The
way Moshe would have warned Pharoh if he felt there was no point to it would
have lacked the feeling and emotion that would have been necessary to impact
the Egyptian people to repent. Therefore, Hashem told Moshe why there was
still a purpose to warning Pharoh.

This is important in our lives as well. Sometimes we do actions in our daily
lives whether it’s tasks our boss asks us to do or even certain cases of chessed.
Sometimes we just feel that there was no point to it but we just have to do it. In
that case, the actions we do will certainly not be done properly. We must work
on ourselves so that even in situations where we don’t see the point to doing
something that’s been asked of us, we can remind ourselves that there certainly
is a reason and that will give us the strength to perform all our actions to the
best of our abilities.
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The Sforno explains that the reason Hashem had to tell Moshe that “I hardened
the heart of Pharoh” was because Moshe thought that there was no point in
continuing to rebuke Pharoh. Moshe saw that Pharoah admitted that Hashem
was righteous and he was the sinner, but still didn’t allow B’nei Yisroel to leave.
Moshe felt that any additional rebuke would just be a waste of time. Therefore,
Hashem told Moshe that He was the one who hardened Pharoh’s heart so that
He could continue to give the plagues to Mitzrayim in order that some of them
will repent and so that B’nei Yisroel should see Hashem’s greatness and
goodness.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. One of the reasons
that Hashem continued to warn Pharoh and bring more plagues was in order that
some Egyptians might repent. Let us try to understand who we are talking
about. We’re talking about the Egyptians who were the epitome of evil who
were mistreating B nei Yisroel in horrific ways including killing their children.
And even after having gone through the 7 prior plagues, they still didn’t repent!
Why would Hashem make the entire Egyptian nation suffer and keep B’nei
Yisroel in Egypt for another 3 months just so maybe a few of these evil people
might repent?

The answer could be that we do not understand the value of even one person,
even a non-Jew repenting from their evil ways. It was worth it to Hashem to
keep B’nei Yisroel in Egypt and cause the Egyptian people more suffering just
for the possibility of a few or even one person to repent and recognize there’s a
Creator 1n this world!

This 1s important in our lives as well. We need to realize the value in repentance
and to make it a real focus in our lives to constantly try to repent our actions and
improve. We also need to realize that we can never look at another Jew no
matter how distant from Torah and Mitzvos they might appear to be as a lost
cause. We can’t ever lose hope for that person to repent. If Hashem was willing
to do so much that a few non-Jews might repent, then we can’t give up on any
Jew. We should always try to the best of our ability to try to bring them to
repentance.
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The Sforno explains that the reason Hashem had to tell Moshe that “I hardened
the heart of Pharoh” was because Moshe thought that there was no point in
continuing to rebuke Pharoh. Moshe saw that Pharoah admitted that Hashem
was righteous and he was the sinner, but still didn’t allow B’nei Yisroel to leave.
Moshe felt that any additional rebuke would just be a waste of time. Therefore,
Hashem told Moshe that He was the one who hardened Pharoh’s heart so that
He could continue to give the plagues to Mitzrayim in order that some of them
will repent and so that B’nei Yisroel should see Hashem’s greatness and
goodness.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. One of the reasons
the Sforno gave for continuing to bring plagues to Pharoh and Mitzrayim was
that B’nei Yisroel will see Hashem’s greatness and His goodness. I can
understand that Hashem wanted B’nei Yisroel for all generations to appreciate
the greatness of Hashem through seeing the incredible additional plagues
Hashem brought on the Egyptians, but what is the additional goodness that
B’nei Yisroel will come to appreciate by seeing the additional 3 plagues? It
should be more than enough for B’nei Yisroel to see Hashem’s goodness by just
having seen the first 7 plagues and then by the fact that He took them out of
Mitzrayim! What goodness was there to see in the additional 3 plagues?

The answer could be that we do not appreciate how every little thing we do for a
person is really appreciated by the recipient and enables them to view the giver
as a generous and good person. Hashem wanted B’nei Yisroel to appreciate how
good he is to them and through punishing the Egyptians even more than
necessary, B’nei Yisroel would begin to see how much Hashem really loves
them and how good he is to them.

This is applicable in our lives as well. If we want to create feelings of closeness
between people, it is important to constantly give as even small acts of giving,
even when not necessary can have a tremendous impact on our relationships.
However, we need to take it a step further and to try to focus on all the good that
Hashem does for us on a consistent basis because that realization will inherently
bring us closer to Hashem as well.
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