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The Sforno explains that Hashem told Moshe that there were 3 reasons why
Hashem will redeem B’nei Yisroel from Mitzrayim. First, all of nature is in
Hashem’s hands and He can change anything He needs to free B’nei Yisroel.
Second, because Hashem made a covenant with Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov
that He will redeem B’nei Yisroel. And lastly, because Hashem heard your cries
of pain which makes you worthy for Hashem to remember the covenant and act
upon it. Hashem then told Moshe to tell B’nei Yisroel these three reasons and to
further tell them that with this power He will take you out and partially change
the natural order of the world.

If we analyze this Sforno, we can ask the following question. I can understand
the need for Moshe to tell B’nei Yisroel that Hashem can change nature as there
was no natural way for slaves to get out of Mitzrayim, but why would it be
necessary to tell B’nei Yisroel that there’s a covenant with the Avos and through
their crying, Hashem will act on it? B’nei Yisroel already knew that there was a
covenant and that at some time they would be redeemed on the basis of it.

The answer could be that even though B’nei Yisroel knew intellectually that
there was a covenant and that Hashem would redeem them, after so many years
of suffering they may have just given up hope. Perhaps they thought they
weren’t worthy to be redeemed because of the covenant anymore. Hashem
wanted to remind them that they are worthy because of their cries and because
of the covenant.

This is very important in our lives as well. Many times, we go through difficult
challenges and naturally we look at our situation and give up hope of things
changing for the better. We need to know that the covenant that Hashem had
with the Avos never will be used up. Hashem is always there for us. We don’t
have to be perfect for Hashem to help us. We just need to cry out to Him and
truly rely on Him. Then, He’ll be there for us just like he was for our ancestors.



T'02

NIV 7X'WIN 21N

I 7109 "1 719 KNI WO

T X 8w M%7 I P

78IY' 2 IR 7IRA7 DX ' N7 Ninro 3 mw'y nwn? X Ny 1'aon n11son
NXINY NN 72 NRYY 215t XInE,0NI17R W 17T XX Yaon 7D N'URY .0NYnn
[7N¥' DNNAX DY NOD 'NY NN DX Y NIY 7Y 12 NIK NNYYT 1D NI
D"IX17 DNIX 19N D71 DN7W AR NIPYT DR YnY N ,910271 .ONIK 782 2y
75 NX XYW 1127 17 nwn? ™) K N .No Y V9 nMan NRRT'Y Y
NINYI ,0¥NN DNIX X'XI' XN NTA NN NITYAY TIY 0N7 i1 ,niaon nuiy
JDP7na 071vn 7w yaon MT'o NK NIwn

NIN 'AN7 710! I .NRQN N7RYUN NIR 7IKYYT 7010 ,0TN 111900 WIN'S NIX N1 DX
NNY7 72X .DNIX 7R N Y1 NiIaon 3 DR YRY 117 R NNy 02 IxN
NIYXNNAL,D71IVN DX 7010 D'NITRY 7RY 110 1190 MMIXTITR Ny IX 00N
712' D'NITXY DN7 19'0 12D NN .DNIX 7XA' XIN YVA0VN DX NNRYY? 17 W'y NN
?va0n NX NNY? NN DX 17 WD 0NIR 71K

I'ARN7 7210w DTX7 W'Y 71ITaN 'wipa 097770 1NIXRY NIFNY 2715 nawnn

I'N 7RI 10 X127 710" DT 'R ONXYY? [*NT7 0710 DN D OX K7, VN n7pnne
nY'TN 1,000 ARINT TIRA NNUR T 702 YR 0Nt 1aw avna

AYONYT 'TD 'O90N X7 YaUN NKX NIYWYT N715'0 DK D'AI7R7 W'y NYIRIVRT0I'R
NINY NN NTY WII5N2 DN7 X DAITRWD 71 70192 D' T 'aRkn? 0n?
DNIXK 72127 INY 'RN7 101 0N, nIwy7 71710

17 NYPW NI2'ON NNKX ,NYP N9IPN 111y DTRYD 0'My97 .11"N2 DA D'Y' DT
MxY7 'mT? 715 X7 KInW X' N 0110 NI 0710 0TIV 0NI1TRA NI0AY
DT ['MT7 MO N7Y [IMTN NI YIN'Y T 2V 71 ,0My97 .wNINn? 710! N1 'R
DV .D'NI7R2 NIVAYT N71D'N DX 117 AWOXRNN L1117 UTVT? 20! DFAI7X (DAY NIV
NI'Yan N2 T 02aY 1an? TN 'Y N%Y IMTA 0'YUNNWUN 1K WK  NINT

127 TV? T2 70 70 INT .0IPR T NIYXANA 71 0T ,02T 7¢ 19102 ,NINN9) N7Y
DIPAN 770 NTA XIAN 1N7W v LD 7Y 19102 7aK DITRA [IN0T] PTRNNY
.DIY 21" YWUN 17'9K 'MT7 710" XY



T'02

RAV ROYALE SCHONBRUN

Y PI0D "1 P1D RANY NwAD
"7 9IR DR 212% N 00

The Sforno explains that Hashem told Moshe that there were 3 reasons why
Hashem will redeem B’nei Yisroel from Mitzrayim. First, all of nature is in
Hashem’s hands and He can change anything He needs to free B’nei Yisroel.
Second, because Hashem made a covenant with Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov
that He will redeem B’nei Yisroel. And lastly, because Hashem heard your cries
of pain which makes you worthy for Hashem to remember the covenant and act
upon it. Hashem then told Moshe to tell B’nei Yisroel these three reasons and to
further tell them that with this power He will take you out and partially change
the natural order of the world.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. I can understand
the need for Moshe to tell B’nei Yisroel the 3 reasons why He would redeem
them, but why was there an additional need for Moshe to reiterate to B nei
Yisroel that Hashem runs the world and through the power He has to change
nature, He’ll redeem them? Moshe already told them that Hashem controls
nature and will redeem them because of this in the first reason!

The answer could be that we underestimate how difficult it is for a person who
is suffering to believe that relief will come unless they can picture to themselves
how it can come about. B’nei Yisroel were living in a situation where it was
unfathomable that they’d ever be redeemed from Mitzrayim. Just knowing
intellectually that Hashem has the ability to change nature wouldn’t be enough
to enable them to believe it would actually happen. It’s only when Hashem
specifically told them after all 3 reasons that He’s going to change the natural
order of the world in order to save them, that they were able to begin to believe
that they’d be redeemed.

This is applicable in our lives as well. Sometimes when a person is going
through a difficult time, one of the reasons why it’s difficult for him to trust in
Hashem is because he can’t imagine how things could get better. Sometimes,
just by using our power of imagination to picture different ways that Hashem
could help us will allow us the ability to trust in Hashem. It’s important to note
that when we do use our imagination, we must always realize that whatever way
our problems are resolved in the end, it’s only through the hand of Hashem.
This is only a tool to use to help us strengthen our trust in Hashem. However, in
the end of the day, our salvation will usually come from a place we could never
have imagined in a million years.
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The Sforno explains that Hashem told Moshe that there were 3 reasons why
Hashem will redeem B’nei Yisroel from Mitzrayim. First, all of nature is in
Hashem’s hands and He can change anything He needs to free B’nei Yisroel.
Second, because Hashem made a covenant with Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov
that He will redeem B’nei Yisroel. And lastly, because Hashem heard your cries
of pain which makes you worthy for Hashem to remember the covenant and act
upon it. Hashem then told Moshe to tell B’nei Yisroel these three reasons and to
further tell them that with this power He will take you out and partially change
the natural order of the world.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. The Sforno adds
that Moshe should tell B’nei Yisroel that Hashem will partially change the
natural order of the world to redeem you. If we think about the plagues in
Mitzrayim, this would certainly sound like a total change of the natural order of
the world not a partial one. If so, why would Hashem tell Moshe to tell B nei
Yisroel that He will be make a partial change in the natural order of the world
instead stating that it will be a total change?

The answer could be that we do not understand how difficult it is for a person to
believe something that to him is out of the realm of possibility. If Hashem told
Moshe to tell B’nei Yisroel what the plagues would be, it might have been more
difficult for B’nei Yisroel to believe it would actually occur. However, by
minimizing what would occur, it allowed B’nei Yisroel to completely believe in
the redemption.

This is important in our lives as well. When a person is going through a difficult
time, we need to trust in Hashem that he will help us. We need to use our
imagination to enable us to see the salvation arising. Even though Hashem can
give us our personal or national salvation in miraculous ways, it will be easier
for us if we can try to picture the salvation coming in more natural or practical
ways. This will make it easier for us to put our faith in Hashem to send His
salvation in those ways without forgetting that there is no nature and the
salvation is truly coming through Hashem and only Hashem.
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