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The Ba'al Haturim explains the reason the Torah put the parsha of the %%pn» next to the pasuk
that starts this week's parsha where Hashem spoke to Moshe on Har Sinai is to teach us that
even though bnei Yisroel heard the prohibition to say Hashem's name in vain and the whole
world shook, the 55p» heard it as well, but wasn’t careful which led to a sin.

If we analyze this Ba'al Haturim we can ask the following question. We know that there were
many miracles that occurred when we received the Torah. Why wasn’t it enough of a reason
to just say that after seeing those miracles, how could he sin by using Hashem’s name in
vain? Why is it that specifically here where the world trembled that now there’s an issue with
that the fact that he used Hashem’s name in vain?

The answer can be that a person needs to focus on what is going on around him and when
something is different, it needs to have a greater impact on how he leads his life. Certainly,
the miracles that occurred during the giving of the Torah were supposed to cause bnei Yisroel
to appreciate the Torah because these were miracles that never took place before. However,
those miracles were for the Torah in general and it is difficult to focus on every aspect of the
Torah all at once. However, regarding the prohibition of saying Hashem’s name in vain, there
was a miracle that did not occur anywhere else and that needed to cause this particular
prohibition to be ingrained in the hearts and minds of bnei Yisroel. By the 9%pn, this did not
happen and that’s why it was a bigger issue that he transgressed this sin.

This is important for us as well. We are living in incredible times and we have the
responsibility to see the hand of Hashem in the daily events and that needs to impact our
service of Hashem for the good. This is true in general terms. However, this is also true when
we see miracles that relate to a specific area of the Torah. For example, we saw on Simchas
Torah the power of Shabbos, but there are many more areas as well that we will see if we
focus on the stories that we hear daily. We need to be cognizant of those areas specifically
and work on ourselves to grow in those areas as well as our general service of Hashem. If we
see what is happening around us and are not impacted by it in the least, we are losing out on a
great opportunity where the Torah tells us we should grow.
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The pasuk tells us that in the year of Yovel, we blow the shofar throughout the
land. The Sforno explains that the reason we blow the shofar is because of the
joy of the freedom of the slaves and the returning of the fields that were sold to
their original owners.

We can understand that the people who got their land back or who were freed
from servitude would be happy, but they were probably a small minority of the
members of bnei Yisroel. If so, why would we blow the shofar as if this was a
great joy for bnei Yisroel when it did not even apply to the majority of the
people? Furthermore, there was certainly a joy for the people who got their land
back and for the slaves who got their freedom, but it was not a time of joy for
those who had to give back the lands that they bought. It also wasn’t a happy
time for the slave owners who now lost their slaves. If so, then why are we
making a public display of happiness?

The answer can be that we misunderstand how great the requirement is to be
happy for another Jew. To answer the first question, even if the people that had
sold their land were the minority, the Torah is teaching us that we need to feel
the joy of another other person to the degree that it really is a national

holiday. Regarding the second question, even though many people had to give
back their land or free their slaves, the Torah is teaching us a perspective. What
Is worse, to not have your ancestral land or to lose land that for all intents and
purposes you rented? It is clear that it is worse to sell your ancestral land, and
therefore even those people returning the land can and should feel joy for the
people that are getting their land back.

This is important in our lives as well. We always need to feel the joy, and not
only the suffering of every Jew. Even in certain cases where we feel if they
benefit, | will lose out, if we put things in perspective, we can be happy for the
joy of every Jew.
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The Kli Yakar explains the reason the Torah prohibited the taking of interest on
a loan is due to the fact that taking interest will cause a person to lose his faith
in Hashem because he feels that he has a security already in his hand. He’ll feel
that the profit is guaranteed unlike other business deals where the results are in
doubt and he needs to constantly rely on Hashem.

If we analyze this Kli Yakar we can ask the following question. If the reason is
just so that a person should not lose his faith in Hashem, then why would this
specifically cause a person to lose faith? It is permissible to use doctors even
though in most cases the medicine will cure us. That does not seem to be a
problem of causing a person to lose his faith. If so, then why does taking
interest cause a person to lose faith to the degree that the Torah said it’s
prohibited?

The answer could be that the area in our life that has the most impact on the
thought that “I did it myself” is our livelihood. This is something we live with
constantly and the more a person "minimizes" the involvement of Hashem in his
livelihood, the more likely he will lose his faith in other areas as well.

This is a very important lesson for us. In today's day and age, most people get a
monthly salary from their employer and they never really think about Hashem.
This can easily cause us to lose some of our overall faith in Hashem which can
be tremendously detrimental to our overall service to Hashem. It is therefore
very important that we constantly remind ourselves that the fact that we have a
job and can pay our bills is constantly a chessed from Hashem.
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