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The Ba’al Haturim explains why the Torah put this Pasuk which discusses the
fact that judges need to be measured when they judge a case right after the
Pasuk in last week’s parsha which discusses the law that you can’t have steps
going up to the top of the altar and instead you need a ramp. The reason why
you can’t have steps by the altar is because you shouldn’t run up to get to the
top of the altar. Rather, you should walk slowly to the top. The same thing
applies to judging a case. A judge needs to use judgment slowly before coming
to a conclusion.

It seems like the Ba’al Haturim is comparing the need to judge a case in a
measured way to not running up to the top of the altar to bring the blood and
limbs of the sacrifice. However, on the surface they don’t seem to be
comparable because by the judges, there’s a need to be measured in the
judgement because that is the action they are doing. However, by the altar the
action of burning the limbs and spilling the blood occurs only when you are
already on the top of the altar. If so, why can’t the Kohein run up to the top of
the altar and then stop to compose himself before doing the required actions?

The answer could be that we do not understand the impact of rushing on a
person’s frame of mind. If the Kohein ran up to the top of the altar, it would
have been very difficult for him to compose himself and do the avodah with the
proper thoughts. This is why the Torah tells us that you should only make a
ramp which will force the Kohein to ascend to the altar in a slower and more
methodical way.

This message applies to us in our daily lives as well. It’s clearly important to do
mitzvos with a certain sense of alacrity. However, it’s just as important to not
rush to do a mitzvah in a way that could cause us to not have the proper
thoughts or intention. For example, when a person wants to get to shul on time
for davening, he should try to ensure that he leaves earlier so that he can walk to
shul and begin davening in a way that will enable him to have the proper
kavanah. He should try not to run to shul to get there on time which could
potentially cause him to not to daven properly. This applies to all mitzvos and
areas of our avodas Hashem where rushing to do the mitzvah could cause us to
fall short in performing the mitzvah in the optimal way.
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The Ramban explains that the Pasuk o°wownn 79X relates to the last of the nwy
M"277 which tells us to not desire the property of your friend. The connection
between them is that if there are no laws that relate to monetary issues, one
might think that everything is his and will then desire things that other people
have. Therefore, Hashem instituted ethical laws regarding all monetary issues so
that people don’t desire what is not legally theirs.

If we analyze this Ramban we can ask the following question. How does the
fact that there are ethical laws regarding ownership of property cause a person
to suddenly not desire the property of another person? Desire is an emotional
feeling of wanting something. Just because someone knows the item that they
desire isn’t legally theirs, why would that affect their desire to still attain it for
themself?

The answer could be that a person will only desire something that he feels could
be his. If there were no property laws, then someone might view everything as if
it could potentially be his. This would then cause the person to desire
everything. However, the second a person recognizes that there are ethical
monetary laws, he will realize that in order to take someone else’s object, it
would require him to transgress a law that he understands is ethical. That will
keep him from desiring things that don’t belong to him.

In our lives, we desire things since we believe that we can acquire similar
objects if only we worked more and earned more money. We have this belief
since we think our earnings are in our control. Therefore, we desire to get what
other people have. However, if a person realizes that whatever amount he earns
is decreed by Hashem and no matter how hard he works, he won’t be able to
change what was decreed, he’ll then be able to hold back from desiring objects
that belong to others. He’ll notice that the monetary laws that the Torah put in
place are there to prevent him from transgressing in this area.
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The Ramban explains the reason that the person who buys an 72y 72y has to
support the wife of the *72y 72v is because Hashem has tremendous mercy on
the Jewish slave. If the owner didn’t support the slave’s wife and children, the
slave would die because of the pain of knowing that he’s working for a master
while no one is supporting his family.

If we analyze this Ramban we can ask the following question. The type of slave
the Torah is referring to is one who stole and was sold by Beis Din since he
could not afford to pay back what he stole. This person, obviously, already
wasn’t supporting his family because he couldn’t even pay back what he stole
which means that he spent all of his money. If he already wasn’t able to support
his family, why would it cause him so much emotional pain that he’s now
working for someone else and no one is caring for his wife and kids?
Furthermore, wouldn’t the mere fact that he’s being separated from his wife and
children for 7 years be the factor that causes him severe pain? Why is it
specifically the fact that he’s unable to support his family?

The answer could be that we underestimate the anguish a person feels when
they are forced to perform actions but they don’t receive any of the benefits for
their actions. Even though this Jewish slave wasn’t able to support his family
before he became a slave, he is still in anguish when he’s being forced to work
and can’t use the results of that work to do what he wanted to do all along.

Many times, in our avodas Hashem we do actions that we feel are “forced on
us.” We don’t always see the results of those actions. In those situations, we
might feel depressed because we feel pressured to perform those actions. Those
actions could include davening and learning Torah. If we don’t feel like we are
getting results from the davening and learning, then performing those actions on
a daily basis could cause a person to be depressed. It is therefore very important
for a person to realize that even if he may not feel the benefits of davening and
Torah learning, the benefits are real and we need to constantly remind ourselves
of that so that we’ll be able to perform the mitzvos with happiness.
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