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The Ramban explains that when the Torah discusses the special garments for the Kohanim, the pasuk
says that, “Moshe should speak to those whose hearts are filled with wisdom and they will make these
special garments.” The Ramban explains that Moshe recognized their wisdom and knew which work
would be appropriate to give each one of them.

This Ramban is difficult to understand. First of all, we need to understand who these workers were.
They were either people that developed certain skills from their parents or grandparents despite being
slaves in Mitzrayim. Or they were people with absolutely no skills at all who stepped up to the task at
hand.

Why would Moshe need special wisdom to know what job to give each professional? If the people
that Moshe chose were already skilled workers, then Moshe should have assigned each one to tasks
that suited their expertise. And if the people that Moshe chose had no previous skills, then Moshe
should have just asked the workers what they think they’d be good at. This also wouldn’t require any
special wisdom to just assign people jobs that they feel inclined to do.

The answer is that we don’t really understand what allows us to be successful in anything we do in
life. When a person chooses a career, there are many potential personal interests that impact his
decision. When the job does not fully align with the person’s potential, he will not 100% connect to it
or be successful at whatever it is. This is true with someone who trained and has skills in a certain
area, and it will certainly be true with someone that does not have any particular skills and just chose
a career path that interested him. When a person is not fully aligned with his work, he will never be
able to put his whole heart into anything that he does.

The wisdom that Moshe had was his ability to see through all of a person’s personal interests and truly
know what work would align with his unique capabilities. This doesn’t just apply to a person’s job. It
also applies to all aspects of our Avodas Hashem. The job of a teacher is to direct his students down
the path where they will be most successful. This does not mean that a person should not be
encouraged to be involved in all aspects of Torah and Avodas Hashem. It just means that there are
certain areas where each individual should put more emphasis. For example, in Torah learning, if
someone has a great memory and is not overly analytical, they should be encouraged to spend more of
their time covering ground and reviewing their learning. Some people gravitate towards Halacha and
might be a good fit to become a Rav or Posek. Some people are great with kids and should become a
cheder Rebbe. Others are talented in careers and should be supporters of Torah while still finding set
times to learn. The most important thing is that every person is directed to expend their energies in the
area that aligns with their unique abilities. By doing this, all of Bnei Yisroel will be successful in their
respective Avodas Hashem.
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The Sforno explains that the word naxon means that the Kohein Gadol should give over the feeling of
awe on his surroundings as his students are engraved on his heart and on his shoulders.

This Sforno is very hard to understand. Let us try to imagine for a moment what would cause us to
feel awe of something? Maybe it’s seeing a truly wealthy person living in a huge mansion or the
president of a country or a great athlete or ’havdil elef havdolos seeing one of the Gedolei Yisroel.
All of these are people who reached the highest levels in a particular area of life. The one thing you
would not pick to give off that feeling of awe is someone who has the name of his students sewn on
his clothing. If the Kohein Gadol was supposed to give over a sense of awe, why didn’t it come from
his fancy garments made of gold and precious stones or from the fact that he was one of the wealthiest
people in Bnei Yisroel?

We learn from here that our understanding of awe is completely flawed. When a person sees someone
that excelled in a particular aspect of life, it certainly creates a feeling of, “Wow, he did something
special!” But that person only excelled because he put his focus on one particular area. If we all focus
on one aspect, we could also each excel in many areas in life. However, what is truly awesome is
when a person puts his focus and care on everyone around him! This is because caring about others
more than yourself means that you forgo working hard to be the best in a certain area and focus all of
that energy on others around you. This focus on others is what makes a person great!

This could be what the Sforno is trying to teach us. What made the Kohein Gadol awesome was not
his personal achievements, but rather his care for every member of Bnei Yisroel. We shouldn’t just be
in awe of the personal achievements of people in this world. We should be in awe by people who put
their focus on others. Who cares about a successful business man or athlete that spent countless hours
building himself up! That shouldn’t make us say “wow.” You should only have a sense of awe when
you see a person who cares about others.

This quality of the Kohen Gadol to focus on others is a way of emulating Hashem. One of the ways
we describe the greatness of Hashem is that He focuses on everything in creation, from the smallest
animals to the greatest mountains. This is something that we need to imitate. Our greatness is
measured on what we do for others.

Someone once asked Rav Chaim Valuzion, “What is the purpose of a Jew in this world?”” Rav Chaim
Valuzion responded, “To help another Jew.” This is the trait that truly makes a person great and this is
one of the traits that we see in all of our Gedolim. This is what truly makes a person worthy of being
described as awesome.



(oa )

TONI N'7'9N NN OIN

g R 7727

2"'¥7T MoY7 nun 2"y "y

51 IT'2Ixw 21NN "non ™n

[NANIY IX'VIN 2N

A" 7109 n" 719 AIXN NWNO

[NOT7 I'9ND MY 7y DNINY NIX [INAXR XY 78W! 127 10T AN TI9ND NISND 7y 0NANN MY NIX NNyl

7Y 19111 7V NINIM I'N1EYRIY '0QY NINY DX [DY7Y NI0NN Y DNRD D1ARD MUY DINIR DIIND XYY 120n M'vl
TIN IDT7 INT NWY' KIN L1197 DRIMND D'VAYN NINY DR XY TYUI LT [yn? X7 D17 21ma [nd7 2 X7 01 ndT7 2ima jnon
.ONpTY

DIY NDIY X7 T NIWN WXL NINDT 7W 07'9N2 NN D'AYD DNIR RY 921 27N 7221 VTP 72 RIN T .07 "W DX "an7 nup
AT? T2 2ITaN [N2N '9ND 7Y DNIXK 0'WAI D'V NINY NIX AN 11X T D N7 T8 ,071¥7 079N 7w nnivonn 752 12T
?0n7¥ NIpTYN DX

TN TINA AN Y'Y NIR TNTT X2 RIN KR ,D'02WN NPT DR TN 7D DT7 7T ATV 97 21T X7 TV [2md X' navnn
.DINKX D'WIRY D2 17 on'ninY? 'y

72> 72K DT DY Y WR2IN KN, NWR DTERIV'O NAIVY INWM 7Y YTI' DTRWD .2¥Nd NITPnNn 27 axn 7y nyT7 2 71an v
IN N'7'ON 17T IX DTX INIX 1Y 1INWN NIYY? N0 KIN NTA TAna KN DX 711 Y7 7T 0l )7in nr haw 179 oy
NN RIN DR DAY 'YY 117 TAN INWN WY 71 KIN DX DTX? D'ON'NN X 12Y [DIN 7720 W' LD 7V AN' .0"INK D'YNNR
DTN INIX 72X TNIM2A TAN 1'972 20N, I'WDY 17'2wa TAN) INWN WY DTX DX .27 DTIZ D'WUTIN NNd TN Inwn 17 nwiy
.MIY NNINA 1'9'70 2NN X7 ,1712Y NYY XINY NN NI DTN KXY INIXYD NI INIKD D'YTIN

D'™713' II'NIAN WYY DAI0N D'YYNN LIRLN 7RI aWD 728 TN 720 DIT 'T,j2md .NIK T "'waw nn nirn'? 700 nt
'wyna Tpnnn nxy DX NNN 7100 'TIWRD 071K .DN'YYNA NIDTA XA N1ANT7 DUIRY K7 NN RY (11 yia 71979
.DNIDT 1'7V DN KINT1"'YA WX 1N DR'YYN ,0'0awn

N'D 7Y NIMNRD VP17 DNV DWUNIY NIK TR 7Y YT 727010 TIXA NN D'TT DNATY A1 KN DTR 7 1ya0 ,1'na
T2 NNNKXK NN NI7IYD V1717 IR 7791007 AT 75 721w 70 ,1m17'yn WX NRY' DMNXR D'YIR 7Y NIIXANY N'0anY?

NP7 NTY NX DD AT K7 D'WIR 7¢ DNYT DINTRIAN DDAV DTV D{RPTRIMN D'910NN NFIXA TYD NINNKY 'R .0N7 TV
ANYIY T 11MXY 7Y T DrN DNIX 7aK WAL AT .01IAY INWN K7 DNATY 17'9X ,0'WTN ANd MINK NINKRD 7707 N
QXYW NT 0'01 7V1 MY 1YY D'WIRY 110N 72 DX DT TPnNn? 091X DA 1NN LD 72V N .9RW! 1270 7w nnya 0'1dNn
NWY Ty 72IMan 2102 TN TPnnnt 1'7v ,21WN N 7'9X ,NIRT DY .0NK D'YWIXR DY D'ON' NIDYNA 11'7¥X TN 75 niny?
.11y NYIYIE NYY TY 2100 752 010N NN N9 T NTIAYA NN aTn 7 gRYI AT )T IYIOY TYERTIRY 0NN N



(oa )

TONI N'7'9N NN OIN

g R 7727

2"'¥7T MoY7 nun 2"y "y

51 IT'2Ixw 21NN "non ™n

RAV ROYALE SCHONBRUN

2" poe 1" PRB MIXN Nwae

19519 20D N Y anmw AR IR KW HROWS 2129 1157 12K TIDRT NIDND Y 2MART N DX NRen

The Torah says that the precious stones which contained the names of the tribes of Israel were placed on the
shoulder of the Kohein Gadol as a “remembrance.” Rashi explains the remembrance wasn’t for the Kohen
Gadol. It was solely for Hashem. When Hashem sees the names of the tribes written in front of him, He will
remember their righteousness.

This Rashi is difficult to understand. Hashem is all knowing and all powerful. We say many times in the prayer
of Zichronos on Rosh Hashana that Hashem doesn’t forget anything in the entire history of the world. If so, why
does Hashem need us to write out the names of the shevatim and place them on the shoulder of the Kohen Gadol
in order to remember their righteousness?

The answer of course is that Hashem doesn’t need any assistance to constantly remember the righteousness of
the shevatim. Instead, it is coming to teach us a very important lesson in how we have to relate to other people
and be like Hashem. There is a difference between knowing about a situation and focusing on the situation.
When a person knows about someone going through a difficult situation, he initially feels bad about it. But as
his day goes on, those thoughts of feeling bad for the person gets pushed into the background. He’ll only do
something for the person if he really takes out the time to think about the pain that the person is suffering with.
Furthermore, there is a difference in how we relate to a person if he had just done something nice to us versus if
he had done something nice to us a couple of months earlier. If a person recently did something nice for us, we
will act towards him in an exceptionally nice manner. But that same person two months later might not get the
same treatment when we’re no longer focused on what they did.

This could be what Rashi is teaching us. It goes without saying that everything that has ever happened in the
world is known to Hashem. Chas v’shalom, there’s no concept of “forgetting” by Hashem. However, when Bnei
Yisroel sin, the righteous deeds that our forefathers did can fall into the background as we are really not
deserving of the protection that comes from the merit of their deeds based on our actions. However, when
Hashem focuses on the deeds of the shevatim, their deeds will be forefront in His mind and He will have mercy
on us in their merit.

The nature of a person is that things that were once in the forefront of our minds often find themselves taking a
backdrop even though the situation still exists. It is our responsibility to ensure the tribulations of other people
remain in the forefront of our minds so we can constantly daven or take other necessary actions to help them.
We have seen recently how the plight of the hostages being held in Gaza has taken a backdrop despite being at
the forefront of our minds not too long ago, and despite the tragic situation for so many hostages still being the
same. This is natural but we have to work on ourselves so that we remain focused on the tzaros of all of Bnei
Yisroel. Furthermore, we also need to focus and remember all the good that people did for us and based on that
we will strive to constantly grow in our relationships with other people. And most importantly, we have to
always focus on the good that Hashem has done with us from the day we were born until now. Through all of
this, we will constantly strive to grow in our Avodas Hashem and use the koach of “remembering” to enable us
to focus on the good and the bad that surrounds us.
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