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In the pasuk 02°PH& "7 °19% 05910 01n 0°2%°1 OnR, the Sforno explains why Moshe
Rabbeinu had to tell B’nei Yisroel that they were standing in front of Hashem.
The reason was so that no one should even think to lie and accept the covenant
verbally but not feel it in their hearts. Moshe reminded them that they are in
front of Hashem and although they can fool me, they cannot ever fool Hashem.

Why did Moshe have to state that they were standing in front of Hashem? This
entire parsha mentions Hashem constantly. It should be obvious to B’nei Yisroel
that the covenant was made with Hashem and that you can never hide your
feelings from Hashem. He will always know the truth.

The answer is that we underestimate the way our subconscious mind works. A
person can hear something and understand it internally while our yetzer hara
can interfere and cause us to miss it’s meaning. This is exactly what happened in
this case. Moshe Rabbeinu felt that if B’nei Yisroel heard that the covenant was
with Hashem, they could still rationalize allowing themselves to believe that
they could conceal their true inner feelings and get away with not keeping the
Torah. Moshe told them clearly that they cannot ever trick Hashem.

This concept applies in our lives too. Many times, we hear that things happen to
other people and we believe it doesn’t apply to us at all when we too are
standing in front of Hashem. He placed the message in our path through
someone else as a wakeup call to repent for our actions. We’re so used to saying
in our hearts, “It happened to him but that has no connection to me.” The
Chofetz Chaim used to say that whenever something happened to the nations of
the world, it was a message to B’nei Yisroel and this applies even more so when
things occur to our fellow Jews. We need to ensure that we always hear the
messages that God sends us on a regular basis and use it to grow in our service
of God.
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The Ba’al Haturim explains the reason the first pasuk ends with the words 9>
R R — “All the men in B’nei Yisroel,” and the next pasuk starts with the
word 039Y - meaning your small children. This is to teach us that the leaders of
B’nei Yisroel have to view their position like they are leading their own
children.

Why would a leader need to view the members of B’nei Yisroel like their own
children in order to properly lead them? Doesn’t a leader already know what his
responsibility is and how he will deal with every person according to their own
situation?

The answer could be that there is no comparison to how you would lead your
own child verses someone else. There are two aspects to this. Firstly, a person
never gives up on their own child. Secondly, when it’s in regards to a small
child, a person feels his actions will have more of an impact. For instance, if
your own child wasn’t following in the path of Torah, it will hurt him
personally. Due to this, he will do everything in his power to ensure his child
remains on the right path. However, when a person doesn’t share this type of
connection, he will help based on his obligations as a leader, but he might give
up and think there’s nothing more to be done. If it was his own child, he might
keep looking to find a way. This is why the Torah tells the leaders that they have
to view each member of B’nei Yisroel as their own child. This will enable them
to keep pushing even if logically there is no further hope.

This is important for us as well. We should never look at any of our fellow Jews
and think, “What can I do? There is just no hope for him to change.” We should
view them as our own children and that will enable us to truly impact our
brothers who might have strayed from the path of Torah.
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The Ramban explains the word 2°2%1 means that B’nei Yisroel were standing
and prepared in front of Hashem in order to accept the covenant.

We can ask the following question. If we analyze this Ramban, we see that it
wasn’t enough for B’nei Yisroel to come and hear the covenant to accept it,
rather they needed to prepare themselves to accept the covenant. If we put this
into our terms, this would be similar to someone going to sign a contract for a
new place of employment. A person doesn’t need any form of preparation in
order to sign the contract. He will sign it and then ultimately do whatever the
contract requires of him. How is it any different that B’nei Yisroel would need
to be prepared in order to take on the covenant?

The answer could be that when we accept the covenant, it comes with all of the
mitzvos and aveiros in the Torah. We come with a yetzer hara that pushes us to
break the covenant and not listen to the Torah. When a person is faced with a
difficult situation, the more he prepares himself, the easier it will be to
accomplish it. When B’nei Yisroel were about to take upon themselves the
covenant which entailed keeping all of the Torah, they had to prepare
themselves to know what was expected of them. Only then they knew that they
could accomplish it, allowing themselves the commitment to follow the Torah.

This is important for us in Elul as well. Rosh Hashana is coming up and every
year we take upon ourselves to change certain parts of ourselves that needs
improvement. However, many times we find that after a short period of time, we
revert back to our old ways. One reason for this might be that we just say that
we are going to change, but we do not prepare ourselves for the challenge. This
year when we take upon ourselves to change something, we should prepare in
advance. We should try to see what the challenges will be and how we plan on
dealing with them. With that little preparation we might find that our changes
finally last.
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