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The Torah tells us that Yisro heard about the miracles that happened to Moshe and Bnei Yisroel in Egypt and
how he was inspired to join Am Yisroel in the midbar. The Torah emphasizes that the miracles happened for
Moshe and Bnei Yisroel. The simple explanation of the pasuk is that all the miracles in Egypt and the midbar
took place for both Moshe and Bnei Yisroel. The Rashbam, however, explains that the pasuk is talking about
two different types miracles. The first set were the miracles that were specific for Moshe Rabbeinu. The second
set were the miracles that Hashem performed for Bnei Yisroel (i.e. the 10 plagues). The Rashbam continues and
explains that the miracles that Hashem did for Moshe was that Pharoh could not harm him. During the entire
period that Moshe was warning Pharoh about the plagues, there were many opportunities for Pharoh to try to
kill Moshe. Hashem protected Moshe the entire time. Hashem performed another miracle for Moshe through
making Pharoh and his servants respect Moshe. They viewed Moshe as a great man. The second set were all of
the miracles that Hashem performed for Bnei Yisroel through Moshe.

The Torah places the miracles that happened to Moshe before the miracles that happened to Bnei Yisroel,
implying that Moshe’s miracles had a greater impact on Yisro’s decision. It was certainly miraculous that Pharoh
never killed Moshe and that all of Pharoh’s servants respected Moshe, but how can you compare that with the
10 plagues? Each plague clearly went against the nature of the world and it was apparent to anyone that saw
them that something extraordinarily miraculous took place. If so, then it’s logical that Yisro should have been
motivated by the miracles that took place on a grander scale!

We learn from here just how much we underestimate the impact on a person who hears about a hidden
miracle that happened to a someone he knows. The great miracles of the exodus and sojourn of Bnei Yisroel in
the midbar certainly had an impact on many generations of Jews to know that Hashem runs the world. But
those “bigger” miracles have much less of an impact on people’s day to day decisions. However, when we hear
about the hidden miracles that occurred in the lives of people we know, that can truly have a very meaningful
impact on us! When a person hears of a huge national miracle, he often feels that it has nothing to do with his
own life. But when he hears how his friend had issues and then miraculously was saved, this is something that
is more relatable to his own life because it happened to an individual. This is why Yisro was much more
impacted by the subtle miracles that occurred to Moshe rather than the huge miracles that occurred to Bnei
Yisroel.

We say every day in davening I'NINIa DTX 127 V' TIn'? which means that we should tell over to people all
about Hashem’s greatness. This means that when these subtle miracles happen to us, we should tell them over
to everyone we know. We can’t even imagine the potential impact these “little events” in our lives can have on
the lives of other people around us.
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The Torah says when Yisro reached Bnei Yisroel in the midbar, Moshe went out to greet him.
The Sforno speaks about the praise of Moshe that he did not hold back from going out to
greet Yisro. Even though Moshe was on an elevated level, he still went out because Yisro
helped him years earlier when Moshe ran away from Egypt.

This Sforno is difficult to understand. The Sforno said that Moshe did not let his greatness
impact his decision to go out and meet Yisro. What aspect of Moshe’s greatness is the Sforno
discussing? If it is the fact that Moshe was the smartest, most righteous person in the
generation, well we also know that Moshe was the humblest person in the history of the
world. There’s no question then that Moshe would obviously go out to meet Yisro even if
Yisro didn’t help him in the past! And if we say that the Sforno is talking about the greatness
of his position as a leader of the Jewish nation, it is still hard to understand. The Sforno
implies that if it were not for the fact that Yisro had helped him in the past, he would not have
gone to meet him. Yisro also held leadership positions. He would have understood if Moshe
had not come out to greet him!

We learn from here how much we underestimate the requirement of a person to show his
appreciation to someone who helped him in the past. In truth, a leader of a nation has to show
a certain level of decorum in his actions, however there are always exceptions to the rule. It
would have been very easy for Moshe Rabbeinu to justify not going out and greeting Yisro
due to the requirements of his position. And Yisro would have certainly understood if Moshe
didn’t come. However, Moshe understood how important it is to show gratitude and realized
that no matter what position you hold, a person is always obligated to show gratitude to
someone who helped you in the past.

There are many people in our lives that assist us and we very quickly forget about their help.
We move on with our lives, assuming that the person won’t care if we remember how they
helped us. We see from here that gratitude is something that is an obligation incumbent upon
anyone who receives assistance from other people. Whether or not they remember that they
helped us, we must always show our appreciation.
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The Ba'al Haturim asks why by Moshe's first son does the Torah use the words anx *> which means "that Moshe
said,” implying that Moshe wanted everyone to know when giving the reason for the name while by Moshe's
second son it just gives the reason for the name? The Torah tells us that the reason Moshe called his son awAa
was to tell us that Moshe was a stranger in a strange land. The Ba'al Haturim explains the reason for the name is
that Moshe wanted people to know why he did not circumcise Gershom right away but rather waited until he
was almost back in Egypt. The reason for this was that when Yisro allowed Moshe to marry Tzipporah, he
stipulated that the first-born son would be for avodah zara. The entire time that Moshe was still living in Midyan
he could not circumcise his son because he was under the control of Yisro. This is why specifically by this son
the Torah tells us that Moshe wanted everyone to know the reason for the delay in the circumcision. The Ba'al
Haturim adds that because of the stipulation he made with Yisro his grandson would become the priest of the
idol of Micha.

It seems from the Ba'al Haturim that the fact that Moshe's grandson became a priest for an idol was directly
related to Moshe's stipulation with Yisro. However, this is difficult to understand as it also seems clear that
Moshe never had any intention of giving his son to idol worship. Furthermore, his intention was to circumcise
him as soon as he was out of Yisro's control. Moshe also only made the stipulation in order to marry Tzipporah
who was an incredibly righteous person. If this is the case, why would the stipulation cause Moshe's grandson to
become a priest? The stipulation was worthless from the beginning!

We learn from here that we underestimate the power of our words. Speech has an incredible power to impact
our lives or the lives of others even if we did not mean what we said. We need to be extremely careful what
words come out of our mouth because they can have unintended consequences that we never would have wanted
if we don’t watch what we say.
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