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Rashi explains that this Parsha is a closed Parsha because after Yaakov Avinu
died, the eyes and hearts of B’nei Yisroel were closed from the tzaros of the
enslavement.

The Sifsei Chachamim explains the actual enslavement didn’t start at that time.
The Egyptians just asked them to be regular workers.

If we analyze this Sifsei Chachamim we can ask the following question. I can
understand that when a person suffers as a slave, his mind and his heart will be
closed because he does not have the ability to even think when he is constantly
under the pressure of the slave labor. However, in this case, B’nei Yisroel were
just working for the Egyptians along with the rest of the Egyptians. There
wasn’t any pressure so why should this cause their hearts and minds to be
closed?

The answer could be that we do not understand the power the feeling of
responsibility to another person will have on a person’s ability to focus on
anything other than that responsibility. This feeling of responsibility can prevent
a person from thinking about his connection to family, friends and even
Hashem. This is what happened to B’nei Yisroel when the Egyptians asked
them to work. This became present on the forefront of their minds which pushed
away their abilities to focus on anything else.

This is very important in our lives as well. When a person takes on the
responsibility of a job or any other task, it’s natural that this will move to the
forefront of his mind and will prevent a person from being open to concentrate
on other things. Even though it is important for every person who has a job to
work to the best of his ability, we still need to push ourselves to ensure we
conquer our nature and force ourselves to still put the maximum of our energies
into our service of Hashem as well.
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The Ba’al Haturim explains that the reason Yaakov lived 33 years less than
his father, Yitzchak, was because he said a curse with no basis which
causes a person to lose years of his life. Yaakov said to Lavan that
“whoever stole anything from you will not live.” The numerical value of
the word 77°1> — you shall live is 33 which is the number of years that
Yaakov lived less than his father Yitzchak.

If we analyze this Ba’al Haturim we can ask the following question. I can
certainly understand that if a person intentionally curses someone for no
reason, the punishment could be that they lose years off their life.
However, Yaakov Avinu didn’t believe anyone stole Lavan’s idols. He was
just saying it to make his point to Lavan. He certainly didn’t want or plan
to curse anyone in his family. Had he known that the curse would affect
Rochel, he wouldn’t have said that. If so, how can we understand why
Yaakov was punished for saying a curse with no basis when he didn’t
intend to curse anyone at all?

The answer could be that we do not appreciate that the words we use are a
window to our heart and what we are truly feeling. Even though he did not
intend to curse anyone, the fact that Yaakov used language like that meant
that on some small level he felt that someone who took something from
Lavan should die. This is why the curse worked and he was punished by
losing years off his life for saying this even though it was not his complete
intention.

We need to know that even things that are deep down in our subconscious
will naturally come out when we speak. Since speech is something that can
cause many sins and rifts between people, we need to try to remove any
bad feelings from our heart so that we don’t inadvertently hurt someone
else or ourselves when these hidden feelings come out.
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The Sforno explains the words: “99272 nwwK 218 — [ will do like you
asked” to mean that Yosef responded to Yaakov that, “I will do what you
requested from my side with all of my ability and strength.”

I can understand that when Yosef toldYaakov that he would act on his
request with all his abilities and strength, it would give Yaakov peace of
mind that his request would be kept. However, why did Yosef feel the need
to add the words, “I will do it from my side.” It seems like without this
additional sentence, there would be something lacking in his response that
would have made Yaakov Avinu unsure whether his request would be met.
Why did Yosef feel the need to add this to ensure that Yaakov would
believe him that he’d be buried in Eretz Yisroel?

The answer could be that we do not appreciate the difference in the
amount of energy that a person will invest to accomplish a request that
someone asked of him versus the amount of energy a person will put in to
accomplish something that he himself wants. In our case, perhaps even the
great Tzaddik Yosef on his unbelievable level wouldn’t have put the same
energies into fulfilling Yaakov’s request until he felt that he was doing it
for himself and not just to fulfill his father’s wish.

This is applicable to us as well with regards to our chessed. If we want to
ensure that we are doing an act of chessed to the best of our abilities, we
have to work on ourselves so that we view the chessed as something that is
good for us. Only once we view it as something that’s good for us will we
be able to put our full energy into helping other Jews.
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