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Rashi says on the first pasuk of the parsha that Hashem counted b’nei Yisrol all of the
time because they were beloved to Him.

We all love our children. We show that love through giving to them. We don’t show
our love by counting them. Hashem loves us and He also shows His love by giving to
us. If so, why is counting us an additional sign of endearment?

The answer could be that we do not fully appreciate the concept of 2°277 — beloved.
Even though a person does not count his children, he does count other things that are
precious to him like his money. A person counts his money because his money will
allow him to purchase things that he wants. When a person counts something, it’s a
demonstration that the more we have of the thing that we’re counting, the more
pleasure it brings us. This is what makes something dear to us. This is unlike our
children where the love is innate and does not relate to anything external.

The same thing holds true to our relationship with Hashem. Even though Hashem
does not need anything from us, when we do the mitzvos and overcome our yetzer
hara, we so-to-speak give pleasure to Hashem. This being the case, the more members
of b’nei Yisroel there are, the more we can give to Hashem through our avodas
Hashem. The concept of Hashem counting b’nei Yisroel is not for Hashem. Instead,
it’s to teach every individual in k’lal Yisroel that our individual actions make an
impact! Individually, we count and are beloved to Hashem and then collectively, we
make up a whole of Hashem’s beloved nation. The love that Hashem has for each and
every Jew is both innate that Hashem loves us just because we are His children, but
we are also very dear to Him because He appreciates each one of our actions when we
do the mitzvos.

This is an important lesson for each of us to feel. Individually, we are all people with
separate actions that truly make a difference in the world. And then we come together
collectively to make up Hashem’s chosen people. Hashem counted us specifically
because each one of us is special to Him and we should never feel that what we do is
not important.
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The Ba'al Haturim explains the reason that the Torah ends sefer Vayikra with
the pasuk that begins n1¥n77 79% and then starts sefer Bamidbar with the words
°1°0 7277 1S to teach us that in order for a person to know Torah and mitzvos,
there’s a condition that he must first make himself like a midbar (not haughty —
like a desert).

If we analyze this Ba'al Haturim, we can ask the following question. What
difference does it make how a person acts in relation to his knowledge of
Torah? We know that there are many knowledgeable people even in Torah who
are haughty.

The answer could be that we misunderstand the concept of ¥7°1 — fo know. The
Torah uses the word ¥ to describe a knowledge that comes from a connection
to another person. For example, when the Torah describes Hashem’s
knowledge of the suffering of b’nei Yisroel it uses the word ¥71. The first time
the word ¥7™ is used in the Torah is in parsha Bereishis to describe Adam
HaRishon’s connection with Chava. ¥71 is a passionate connection to someone.
Torah is not just another academic study. The purpose of learning Torah is not
to just have Torah knowledge. Instead, it’s our way of intimately connecting to
Hashem. A person cannot connect to Hashem when he is haughty, running after
honor or other physical pleasures.

This is a very important lesson for us. When we sit down to learn Torah and do
mitzvos, we shouldn’t just focus on accumulating knowledge. Instead, we
should focus on the fact that we’re interacting with Hashem. We should make
the Torah and mitzvos become a part of us which then enables us to have a
closer connection with our Creator. When a person understands that learning
Torah and doing mitzvos is the way to connect to Hashem, it gives us an
additional desire to serve Hashem even when it may be difficult.
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The Sforno tells us that Hashem counted b’nei Yisroel in order to put them into
an order with each man according to his own flag (tribe). The purpose of this
was in order for them to enter into Eretz Yisroel right away without battle
because the nations that lived there would just leave.

It seems from the Sforno that there is a connection between b’nei Yisroel going
into Eretz Yisroel with each man in his tribe to the fact that the the nations
would all flee. Why would that be necessary? If Hashem is causing the nations
to flee anyway, why does b’nei Yisroel have to be arranged according to tribe
before going in to Eretz Yisroel?

The answer could be that in order for the neations to fear b’nei Yisroel, they
need to witness Hashem’s presence resting on our nation. But Hashem won’t
rest His presence on b’nei Yisroel unless each member of b’nei Yisroel knows
his place and mission. When there’s confusion about what each person should
be doing in his service of Hashem, then b’nei Yisroel is not complete.

This is a very important lesson for us. Many people today live in a state of
confusion not exactly knowing what Hashem really wants from us. There are so
many people with different skills and character traits. People feel like we all
want to do the same thing in our service of Hashem. We see from here that it is
not correct. Every person within the constraints of halacha needs to find his
individual path in his service of Hashem and not try to be like everyone else.
Only when we do this will b’nei Yisroel be complete and the Shechina will then
be able to rest upon us as a nation.
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