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After the death of Aharon's two sons, Hashem commanded Moshe to tell Aharon not to enter the holy
of holies except on Yom Kippur when he would bring the ketores and perform other aspects of the
Yom Kippur service.

Rashi explains the reason why Hashem told Moshe to tell Aharon this law shortly after the death of
Nadav and Avihu was because when you want to give someone a warning, it’s more effective when
you warn them after someone else did that same thing and died.

We can ask the following question. The Torah tells us that Hashem commanded Moshe to tell Aharon
which implies that even though this is a prohibition for the generations, there is a special emphasis on
telling it to Aharon so that he will not come to transgress this prohibition. Aharon HaKohein was one
of the most righteous men in history! If Hashem commanded him at any time to not enter into the holy
of holies, we’d expect him to listen. So why would Aharon need a special warning after his sons just
died?

The answer could be that naturally a person is less cautious about things that other people close to
them are not cautious about. This is even more common when the person's relatives or close friends
are not cautious about a certain area in Torah. That can cause those closest to them to act in a similar
manner.

In our lives we must recognize the power that our surroundings and people have to influence us,
especially those that are closest to us. We must ensure that we are always focused to make sure that
we are not negatively impacted. And we also must understand the power that our actions have to
impact those around us and to make sure that our actions follow the will of Hashem so that those
closest to us will do the same.
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The Torah tells us that Hashem commanded Moshe to tell his “brother” Aharon that he can’t go into
the holy of holies except on Yom Kippur while bringing the ketores.

The Ramban asks, why did Hashem have to tell Moshe to speak to his “brother” Aharon, Moshe quite
well knew that Aharon was his brother?

The Ramban explains the reason Hashem told Moshe to speak to “his brother” Aharon was to tell him
that even though Moshe wasn’t prohibited to enter into the holy of holies, his “brother” Aharon was.

Why would it make a difference to Moshe if he could go into the holy of holies while Aharon
couldn’t? If Hashem commanded him to tell Aharon no to go into the holy of holies, then it should
make no difference whether or not Moshe can enter.

The answer could be that if Hashem told Moshe to tell Aharon that he should not go into the holy of
holies, then because Moshe loved his brother and desired not to hurt him, he could have
subconsciously thought that Hashem couldn’t have meant his “brother” Aharon because he was his
older brother and at least as great as himself. So Hashem had to tell Moshe that there is a difference
between him and his “brother” Aharon.

We can learn from here the power of our subconscious and our emotional leanings to impact the way
we view things whose understanding would otherwise have been very clear.



(oa )

TONI N'7'9N NN OIN

g R 7727

2"'¥7T MoY7 nun 2"y "y

51 IT'2Ixw 21NN "non ™n

1NNV 7X'VIN 2D

T 2109 70 P19 NIN "INX NYID

va'?' T2 namd

1900 2% Xan wATAN .wal7 795 0T KINY 17w 20T 'Taa 8 NK WAl X7 [NdN 119 DAYy 17 nNvon Minn
ST MR MY 012'07 710 K7 NRANNY DTRY [I'D ,NNAN' X7 71T [NdNW Nan 72V XD [An DNXIENI'o

.72V DON T'N7N NIF7 2N D' 7172 [N0NY DYTIP DNIX .AXRAN N7RYN IR 7INWT7 7510 ,nTN WA DX NN DX
' NIN DT 72 A1, ('wy Y RINY TTD 09001 DN 'Y DINKRD 0NN YWY N KT KID DR ) 1YWY LN
wI7'W yana 7aKR ,NRANN X7 KID NIRND' DNIXK 72 DYY WITANA DR .0'WTIR UTIRY7 010'07 'KW1 DY TN
17 1112 DN DX 17'9X1,01' 72 N7RN D'TA2N DX W17 KIN LD 7V AN 70182 702 Nirn'? 190 RN ,A0TN T DX
NTLL,NYTN WD IND 21'TA,0MY9 NN INKR7 DNYR 720N K7 KIN DRN,NMIWRIYT7 DNIR W17 RKINWD NINANNYT
2N kwannY 17 nNar X7

NND> MWn X7 DMIXIDNA 0'TA2 WAI7 DTRYI .OTRN 'Wa 7V ¥'Own? 0'TAd 7w DNIDA 077770 IRY X' NAIYNN
N7 1IN0 DTN 7w wIn'7 wal7 DR DX ,09'N7 DAl .1NXY DY 110 WnNn w207 17 DA DT DNIK W17 KIn D'y
1277V 70 07NN DT T NI PN Y 2N [NoN 7Y 70 0T OX .NIND DTN 1ND WnY 'Wao |9IXA 17 DNa
N2 AW (11,097 IN TR INIDN K7 ,0'RNN [DIXA D'TAQ] D'WANN INIXY XTHZI DNAT NIFY 0DNY DNIX
S[T7 90 nnn'w 2u1 7w 'oIXN NdN 7y y'own? N0 0'waNn R



102

TONI N'7'9N NN OIN

g R 7727

2"'¥7T MoY7 nun 2"y "y

51 Ir'2kw 21NN '"non ™mn

RAV ROYALE SCHONBRUN

"T {109 "0 719 NIN "NX 719
wa'? Ui T2 NInd

The Torah tells us that on Yom Kippur, the Kohein does not wear the 8 golden garments that
he usually wears.

The Midrash gives several reasons for this and one of them is in order that the Kohein Gadol
will not become haughty as a haughty person can not go into the palace of God.

If we analyze this Midrash, we can ask the following question. We know that the Kohein
Gadol had to be a huge Talmid Chacham, handsome, wealthy (if he was not wealthy the
other Kohanim would give of their money so he would be wealthy), and aside from all that he
was the only one who was allowed to go into the holy of holies. It seems from the Midrash
that with all those advantages he would not have become haughty but as soon as he put on
the golden garments, he would become haughty? Furthermore, he wore those garments
every day, and even if they would make him haughty when he first wore them, would he not
get used to them after a while just like a new purchase and it would not make him haughty
anymore?

The answer is that we underestimate the power of clothing to impact a person's emotions.
When a person puts on fancy clothing no matter how many times he wore them before it
makes him feel really good about himself. If a person wears the clothing of a street person it
will naturally make him feel like a lesser person. If this would apply to the Kohein Gadol who
was the most righteous man in the generation, it certainly applies to us. We have to be very
careful to make sure we dress in an appropriate manner not too fancy or the opposite as the
way we dress can have an impact on our character traits and our general service of God.
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