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The Kli Yakar asks why did b’nei Kehas merit to carry the Aron which was the
highest honor in the Mishkan when they were not the first born?

He answers that the Torah wanted to teach us that we need to respect those who learn
Torah and if b’nei Yisroel saw that the b’nei Gershon received the right to carry the
Aron Kodesh, they would just assume that it was because they were the firstborn.

The Kli Yakar seems to be saying that without the b’nei Kehas carrying the Aron
Kodesh, b’nei Yisroel would not have honored those who learn Torah. This seems
strange. If people by their nature would not honor those that learn Torah, why would it
help to see the b’nei Kehas carrying the Aron Kodesh in the midbar? Furthermore, the
b’nei Kehas only carried the Aron when b’nei Yisroel traveled which didn’t occur too
often. They only traveled about 40 times over the entire 40 years in the midbar. That
means this phenomenon of watching the b’nes Kehas carry the Aron was something
that didn’t happen on a consistent basis. If so, it’s unlikely that this would be enough
to actually make any impact on the thoughts of b’nei Yisroel.

The answer could be that we do not appreciate the power and impact of seeing a
person honored for doing something, even if it’s just a few times. When b’nei Yisroel
saw the b’nei Kehas who were great Talmidei Chachamim meriting to carry the Aron
Kodesh, it actually impacted their entire mindset towards what a Talmud Chacham is.

This is such an important chinuch lesson for us. If we want our children to appreciate
a Torah lifestyle, it is so important that we honor the people who live that lifestyle and
put them on a pedestal and never chas v’shalom talk badly about them.
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The Kli Yakar explains the reason why only by the b’nei Kehas and b’nei
Gershon does the Torah use the word X1 to describe the counting of the leviim,
but not by the b’nei Merrari was that the B’nei Kehas carried the Aron Kodesh
and the b’nei Gershon were the first born, unlike the b’nei Merrari who had no
special advantages.

If we analyze the Kli Yakar we can ask the following question. B’nei Merrari
also had an advantage over all the rest of b’nei Yisroel. They got to carry the
boards of the Mishkan which was also holy, so why did the Torah not use the
word Xw1 for them as well? Furthermore, the Torah is very explicit in its
language. Why is it important to know that b’nei Gershon and b’nei Kehas had
advantages that b’nei Merrari did not have?

The answer could be that the Torah is teaching us a very important lesson. The
natural tendency of a person when asked to do something will look to see if it is
something worthy for them to be doing. If a person feels they are being offered
to do something beneath their dignity while someone else is doing something
"more respected," they will certainly not do their job with enthusiasm. Instead,
they’ll have no desire to do the task at hand. The Torah is teaching us that no
matter what your situation is and the mitzvos being asked of you, we have to
know that we are all great and every mitzvah is special. We can’t ever look at
other people and use that to define ourselves. We must realize that Hashem puts
us in certain situations and statuses in life with the expectation that we will
maximize our individual potential and become the best people that we can be.
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The Ramban explains this pasuk that Hashem told the Kohanim to tell the
Leviim two things. The first was the general command to carry all of the beams.
And the second was how many beams each person needed to carry. The reason
for this was because we were afraid that the b’nei Merrari or any of the other
Leviim might feel like their work is too heavy to carry and then get someone
else to carry it for them.

It seems from here that if the Kohanim just said that the b’nei Merrari, for
example, needed to carry the beams collectively, then there was a chance that
everyone would give over their work to someone else. However, if a person
knows they have to carry a certain amount, then they won’t pass up the
responsibility. Why is this the case? If a person is told that they have to do
something they feel is too much for them, would they not try to get someone
else to do it for them or at least help them accomplish the goal?

The answer could be that if a person feels that there is a responsibility for the
group to get something done, it is very easy for each person to avoid their
individual responsibility. However, if a person knows he has a specific job to
do, then he will be less likely to find ways to get out of his responsibility.

This is a very important lesson for us in our avodas Hashem. If a person feels
like a mitzvah is only said to the group collectively, he might pass up on the
individual opportunity to perform the mitzvah. For example, if someone thinks
chessed is only for the group to do, he might not engage in acts of chessed
because he thinks other people are already doing it. That will lead to it not
getting done. We actually have to feel that each mitzvah is our own and only
ours to do. This way, a person will feel the responsibility to ensure that every
act of chesed or other mitzvah gets done because we’re all held responsible.
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