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One of the explanations that Rashi gives for the words ny19> qin> » is that just like
pharoh decrees and does not keep his word you did the same thing. You said to bring
Binyamin down to Egypt so that "l can put my eyes on him (see him) and now you want
to keep him as a slave.

This is very hard to understand. The brothers did not know that Yosef had put the cup in
Binyamin's sack and therefore either they thought Binyamin took it or someone else put
it there. In Yosef's eyes, as far as the brothers knew, it was clear that the cup was
stolen. That being the case, it should not be considered that Yosef broke his word by
keeping Binyamin as a slave. This is because when Binyamin came, he saw him and let
him go keeping his word which was only to see him. It was only now after he stole the
cup that he wanted to keep him as a slave.

We see from here how far a person needs to go to say the truth. Yosef had a claim that
he kept his word and only when circumstances changed, did he change his mind but a
person who is really a man of truth would have found another way to punish the action
that would not cause him to even indirectly contradict what he had previously said.

We can see this idea illustrated in the following story that occurred with Moreinu Harav
Schach, zt"l. Once when Rav Schach had an early minyan for Mincha in his house, they
had only nine people and he went outside to see if he could get a tenth man for the
minyan. There was a man, who when asked to join the minyan hesitated, and when
asked why, he responded that he had agreed to meet someone at 13:15 and now if he
stays for the minyan he will be late. Rav Schach told him you must go and not make the
minyan as you have to keep your word. In this case, even though the situation changed
and the gadol hador had asked him to make a minyan, nevertheless the importance of a
person keeping his word is more important.



