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Rashi brings the Midrash Tanchuma which says that the reason the story of the spies was
brought right after the story of Miriam speaking lashon hara about Moshe was to teach us that
the spies saw what happened to Miriam and did not learn the lesson to not speak lashon hara
about Eretz Yisroel. Hashem wanted to ensure that the spies would have no 715 71105 to say,
“We did not know what the punishment was for speaking lashon hara.”

What is the comparison between Miriam's punishment for speaking lashon hara about Moshe
and the spies speaking lashon hara about Eretz Yisroel? Miriam was punished with leprosy
and the spies were punished with an awful death. Why didn’t the spies have a claim against
Hashem to say they thought they would just get leprosy so that is why they spoke lashon
hara? Why couldn’t they say if they knew the punishment would have been death, they
wouldn’t have done it?

The answer could be that when it comes to an aveirah, a similar aveirah can be punished
differently depending on many factors such as the people involved, the spiritual level of the
person transgressing the aveirah, etc. Hashem wanted the spies to understand that if Miriam
was punished for speaking lashon hara for the sake of Hashem (she really thought that it was
the right thing to do) with leprosy, then for sure someone would be punished for speaking
lashon hara when it’s not for the name of Hashem with an even worse punishment.

This is an important lesson for us as well. There are many times in life when we see a person
who we view as similar to us in a spiritual sense. We see they have things that we don’t and
wonder why Hashem is “playing favorites.” We must know that everything that Hashem does
in the world is based on an exact calculation and no two people have the same aveiros or
merits even if it looks like we are doing the same thing.
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Rashi brings a Midrash Tanchuma that says when Moshe asked Hashem if he should listen to
the request of B’nei Yisroel to send spies, Hashem told Moshe, “I already told them that the
land was good.” Due to their lack of belief, Hashem left them room to make a mistake in the
words of the spies, which is exactly what happened when they returned.

If we analyze the Midrash Tanchuma. we can ask the following question. The Midrash tells
us that Moshe did not know what to respond to their request. On the one hand, if he says you
cannot go see the land, then B’nei Yisroel would say that the reason Hashem will not let us
see the land is because it’s really not a good land. On the other hand, if he does send spies,
they can come back with a bad report. If this is the case, why didn’t Hashem just tell them not
to go? The result would have been that they would have thought that Hashem didn’t want
them to see the land because it really is bad and then would have brought about the same
result of all of their complaints.

The answer could be that Hashem loves us so much that He, Himself, will not put a person
who wants to sin in a position that the likelihood will be that he will come to sin. Rather, He
will allow them to sin based on the natural world. This could be why Hashem did not want to
directly be the cause of B nei Yisroel to sin.

This is a very important lesson for us. There are times when we find ourselves in a situation
where there is a great desire to do an aveirah and we ask ourselves, did Hashem put us in this
position just so we would sin and then punish us? We see from here that even when B’nei
Yisroel was deserving of a punishment, Hashem did not put them in a situation where they
would come to sin directly. Certainly, in our lives when we find ourselves facing a difficult
spiritual test we must know that Hashem put us there for our good and we can actually be
successful in conquering our yetzer hara.
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The Sforno explains that the word 0*w1X means people who can truly understand the beauty in
the land. The reason why Hashem wanted Moshe to only send people who will understand
and appreciate the good of the land and then report back accurately was because if the spies
report back that the land is really not good, then B’nei Yisroel will not repent. However, if
this is the case, when the spies say what Hashem said about the land was accurate that it’s a
good land, and that we are just not strong enough to conquer it, then B’nei Yisroel would
repent as soon as they realize that it was their lack of faith in Hashem which caused them to
sin.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. If the spies said that the land
was not good and Hashem punished them for not believing Him, then why would B’nei
Yisroel not be able to get to the point of repentance just like they did when their sin was
based on a lack of faith in their ability to conquer the land?

The answer could be that we do not appreciate the power of the yetzer hara to convince a
person that he is right about something even if it would seem to contradict something that
Hashem commanded. This would make it very difficult to repent. However, if when he is
rebuked, the focus is totally on a different point in his spirituality, then he will feel less
challenged and more likely to repent. This is what happened by the spies. The yetzer hara
would be able to convince B’nei Yisroel that the land was really bad because that’s what they
were already leaning towards which then would make it hard for them to repent. However,
when their error was related to a lack of emunah which did not directly contradict their world
view it was much easier for them to repent.

This is an important lesson in chinuch as well. If we want to rebuke someone for something
they did wrong, do not rebuke them by directly contradicting their world view. Rather, focus
on a different aspect of their avodas Hashem which will bring about the same result. For
example, if a person is watching something inappropriate for a ben Torah, do not try to
convince him that it is bad. Rather, focus on the aveirah of bitul Torah or something similar
where you are not contradicting their world view which says there is nothing wrong with
what I am looking at.
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