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Rashi explains the reason the Torah had to say that Avraham gave birth to
Yitzchak was because there were sarcastic people that would say that the father
of Yitzchak was Avimelech since Sara got pregnant right after he kidnapped her.
They would say the baby must be from Avimelech because so many years
passed where Sara and Avraham didn’t have a child. This is why Hashem made
the faces of Avraham and Yitzchak look alike because now it would be clear to
everyone that Avraham was the father of Yitzchak.

We know that Avraham was also married to Hagar and when he was 86 years
old. Shortly after, Hagar had Yishmael. This occurred 14 years before Sara gave
birth to Yitzchak and by then everybody knew that Avraham did not have an
issue fathering children. Rather, it was Sara that had challenges. If so, what
would the thought process of these people be based on? Clearly, Sara had
challenges conceiving and if so, why would it be any easier with Avimelech?!

The answer could be that we do not understand the power of sarcasm. A person
who is a naturally a sarcastic person will see everything through his sarcastic
frame of mind even if what he is thinking is illogical. His sarcastic nature will
cause him to believe what he saw only through the eyes of sarcasm. This would
have caused people to believe that Avimelech was truly Yitzchak’s father and
not Avraham.

This is very important for us as well. We all tend to view much of what goes on
around us with sarcasm. In truth, much of what happens in terms of politics and
other things truly needs to be viewed that way. However, we must ensure that
this trait does not get the best of us and cause us to be sarcastic in other areas
where the sarcasm can distance us from our Avodas Hashem.
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Rashi explains the reason the Torah had to say that Avraham gave birth to
Yitzchak was because there were sarcastic people that would say that the father
of Yitzchak was Avimelech since Sara got pregnant right after he kidnapped her.
They would say the baby must be from Avimelech because so many years
passed where Sara and Avraham didn’t have a child. This is why Hashem made
the faces of Avraham and Yitzchak look alike because now it would be clear to
everyone that Avraham was the father of Yitzchak.

How many of these sarcastic people were there in that generation that Hashem
had to perform a miracle just so these people wouldn’t say that Avimelech is the
father of Yitzchak? Does it really make a difference if a few people or even a
few thousand people (which is still a low percentage compared to the global
population) think that Avimelech is the father of Yitzchak?

The answer could be that we do not understand the power of sarcasm to impact
other people and its power to spread very quickly among the world population.
Hashem prevented this rumor from spreading so that even the most sarcastic
person in the world wouldn’t be able to make this claim.

This is a very important lesson for us as well. My Rosh Yeshiva always used to
tell us that one minute of sarcasm can destroy all the benefit of an hour of
mussar. People think that if they make a joke or say something sarcastic in front
of a few people it will not have a major impact, but we see from here that
sarcasm is something that people are drawn to. Sarcasm can spread very quickly
and do a lot of damage especially if it’s about matters that relate to Avodas
Hashem.
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Rashi explains that the reason why the Torah repeated who the members of Rivka’s family
were and where she grew up was to tell us that even though her father, brother and the people
she lived near were evil, she did not learn from their actions. Instead, she became righteous.

When the Torah tells us the greatness of Rivka, the Torah tells us that her father, her brother
and the people in the city she lived were all evil. Wouldn’t it have been enough to just tell us
that she grew up in a home where her father and brother were evil or even that only her father
was evil and yet she didn’t learn from their actions? Why do we need to know that the people
in her city were also evil?

The answer could be that we underestimate the power of the influence of good to offset the
influence of evil. Even if Rivka had grown up in a house where everything that was done was
evil with regards to idol worship and theft, if there had been righteous people living in the
city, their positive actions could have influenced Rivka to deviate from what she saw in her
home. Therefore, the Torah tells us that her entire surroundings from her family to the people
living in the city were fundamentally evil and Rivka had no positive influences to learn from.
And still, despite not having a positive role model, she nevertheless stood up and did not
allow herself to be influenced by her surroundings. This is why she was truly righteous.

This is a very important lesson for us as well. Many times, when we are around people who
are not yet shomer mitzvos, we say to ourselves, “I can’t possibly do anything to bring them
closer to being shomer mitzvos.” However, that is not true. We see from this Rashi that just
by the fact that we act differently and live a life of Torah, even without saying one word to
them about becoming closer to Hashem, we can have a tremendous impact on others. Let us
focus on always living a life of Torah and by modelling that lifestyle, we never know the kind
of impact we could make to bring our lost brothers and sisters closer to a living a Torah
lifestyle as well.
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