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Rashi explains that when the Torah says, “These are the years of the
life of Sara,” it’s telling us that all her years were equally good.

According to Rashi, it appears that Sara lived a wonderful life.
However, if we review her life throughout the prior parshios, it seems
that she had a very difficult life. Sara was barren for 90 years. She
was also kidnapped twice. Once by Pharaoh and another time by
Elimelech. Also, when Hagar first became pregnant, she shamed Sara
until Sara finally had Yitzchak. If we look at all these events, it
appears like most of Sara’s life was very difficult. If so, how can
Rashi say that all her years were equally good?

The answer could be that Sara truly felt that her entire life was equally
good. Sara knew that everything that happened to her was from
Hashem and was therefore inherently good. The Torah is telling us
something unbelievable about Sara. Even if we view these events as
“bad,” Sara truly accepted everything in her life as good.

In our daily lives, things may not always appear to be good. We may
have issues that arise and sometimes cause us pain. However, if we
can focus on the fact that everything that happens is from Hashem, it
will change our whole perspective. If everything Hashem does is
good, then maybe we can accept our difficult times as only good.
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The Ohr Hachayim explains that the first 100 years of Sara’s life were filled
with suffering. She was barren for 90 years. After she finally bore Yitzchak, his
brother, Yishmael, tried to kill him. She was constantly worried about his safety
until Avraham sent Yishmael away. At this point in her life, Sara was left with
only 27 years remaining to live. The Ohr Hachayim says these 27 years were the
“years of her life.” The Ohr Hachayim explains that most of Sara’s life was full
of suffering because the majority was barren and then filled with worry over
Yitzchak’s safety.

It's certainly true that Sara went through a tremendous amount of suffering in
her life. However, some of the other difficult events like her being kidnapped
twice were omitted by the Ohr Hachayim. Why did the Ohr Hachayim only
choose to focus on Sara’s inability to conceive and her suffering with Yishmael?

The answer could be that the greatest form of suffering that a person can feel is
being unable to perform what they feel is their purpose in life. With all the
tremendous good that Sara did in her life, she felt that her main purpose was the
continuation and creation of B’nei Yisroel. Her biggest suffering came from her
inability to do this and the worrying about Yitzchak when Yishmael jeopardized
his safety.

In our daily lives, we are constantly doing mitzvos. However, sometimes we
feel like we are lacking something. Sometimes we feel like we didn’t do
anything. Some people feel like they don’t accomplish anything at all if it’s not
contributing to what they believe their purpose in life is. This is a detrimental
way of thinking. Instead, we need to focus on what we have accomplished. We
need to appreciate our accomplishments, while we continue to work on areas
that pose challenges for us to overcome. We must never give up hope in
ourselves.
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The Sforno explains the contradiction in the pasuk where Avraham says to the B’ nei
Cheis, “I am both a stranger and a resident of Eretz Yisroel.” When Avraham wanted
to purchase thenoon7 nvn, he told B nei Cheis two things. First, he explained why
he didn’t have a burial plot because he’s a stranger to the land. Second, Avraham
explained that he would like to purchase the plot in order to make the land his
permanent home.

I can understand the first part of the Sforno’s explanation about why Avraham did not
have his own burial plot. However, what difference does it make to anyone regarding
the sale if it’s your permanent home? It seems obvious that his wife died and he needs
a place to bury her right now even if he plans on moving somewhere else in a few
months. Furthermore, whether or not Avraham continues to live there, if Efron sells
him the land it won’t be in Efron’s hands anymore so what difference does it make to
Efron whether Avraham will continue to live there?

The answer could be that we underestimate the power being a part of a group can have
over a group of individuals. Avraham knew that it would be difficult for any person
to sell a piece of his property to someone, especially to someone who is a stranger.
However, once Avraham told them that he was planning on making this area his
permanent home, they felt a certain connection to him which enabled them to be more
open to his request.

This teaches us the power of influence that we could have over people in our own
lives. A person needs to know that when you’re a part of a group, it enables all parties
to be influenced more easily. This could create a positive influence or a negative
influence. If you live a life of avodas Hashem, you’ll have an easier time trying to
influence others to follow a righteous path. However, being around people who are
less religious than you could have a negative influence on you. We always need to be
cautious of the influences around us.



Analyzing Chazal
A new and innovative program based on
the methodology of the Alter of Slabodka
with Rabbi Royale Schonbrun

Breathe life and excitement into learning the
parsha of the week.

Learn the skills you need to analyze chazal and
open up their depth and beauty to you.

Email us at Royaleschonbruncpa@gmail.com to
receive our weekly 5-minute Analyzing Chazal
podcast and Torah magazine on the weekly
parsha.

Coming soon - live interactive shiurim in person
or internet based where we breakdown the
Chazal together in small groups. Details to

follow.

For more information, please call 054-6374321
To listen to previous shiurim scan [a] [=]

the QR code % .

E - .I-l




