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The Ohr Hachaim explains the reason the Torah calls Moshe the w &
o°pYR: is because at the end of last week’s Parsha, the Torah relates that
the impending death of Moshe was caused indirectly by B’nei Yisroel.
However, this didn’t prevent Moshe from blessing them. Instead, Moshe
continued to bless B’nei Yisroel with a full heart. Even though the natural
tendency of a person is to distance himself from someone who caused him
harm, Moshe was still able to bless B’nei Yisroel with the same level of
love that he always had. This is what made him worthy of the name “the
man of Hashem.”

Moshe Rabbeinu loved B’nei Yisroel and he looked forward to blessing
them before he died. If so, why would we think that Moshe would give up
on doing what he wanted to do his entire life just because they
inadvertently caused his death? If this is the case, what is the great praise
of Moshe Rabbeinu that warranted him gaining the name “the man of
Hashem?”

The answer can be that we underestimate the natural tendency of a person
to react negatively to someone who even inadvertently caused him a loss,
even though through his negative response he might hurt himself as well.

This is a very important lesson for us to learn how to react when things
happen to us. We need to hold back and think if the planned reaction is
something that is beneficial or detrimental to us, and only then should we
react. When we make decisions out of haste, we sometimes lose a
tremendous amount in our avodas Hashem and in our physical lives.
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Rashi explains this Pasuk to mean that the only time that Hashem is a King
over B’nei Yisroel is when there is peace amongst B’ nei Yisroel but not
when there are disagreements among them.

The definition of being a king is that you have full control over the
populace and everyone listens to your decrees. If this is the case, then why
is it that when there are disagreements among B’nei Yisroel, Hashem can’t
be viewed as a king? Everyone can still listen to the decrees of Hashem
despite having disagreements with each other.

The answer could be that we underestimate the lengths that an
argumentative person will go to fight with people which ultimately takes
him away from avodas Hashem. A person who looks to find something
wrong with another person will also try to find faults with Hashem and
therefore he’ll never truly be able subjugate himself fully to Hashem’s
decrees. This means that Hashem won’t be able to act as a King.

There are many times that we find ourselves having different opinions
with people around us. Generally, there’s nothing wrong with having a
different opinion on something. The only problem is when the difference
leads to complaining and arguments. If we lose our control over this
emotion, it can chas v’shalom lead us to question Talmidei Chachamim
and Hashem as well.
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The Ramban explains that the reason that Moshe had to pray specifically
for Reuven to live and not die is so that his “sin” when he moved the bed
of Yaakov from the tent of Bilha to the tent of 1s mother, Leah, and the
subsequent anger that his father Yaakov had over the incident wouldn’t
harm his tribe in the future.

Firstly, Chazal tell us that “anyone who says that Reuven sinned is only
mistaken” — meaning that the sin was only a “sin” on his tremendously
high level of righteousness. If so, why was Yaakov so upset over this
action that it caused him such great anger? And furthermore, Yaakov loved
Reuven and his future children. He would never want anything bad to
happen to them, so is it even possible to consider that Moshe needed to
pray for the descendants of Reuven to protect them from this “great anger”
of Yaakov?

The answer could be that we underestimate the emotions of a person, even
someone as great as Yaakov Avinu. When something happens that causes a
person to have a moment of anger, there might be a fleeting thought from
the person who feels hurt to hurt the one who caused them pain.

Regarding Yaakov Avinu, this “great anger” was fleeting, and any thought
of punishment or retaliation against Reuven didn’t last long because
Reuven was his beloved son. Of course, Yaakov would only want the best
for his son and future descendants. However, for a regular person, our
anger can easily get out of control and even cause us to have negative
thoughts regarding the people closest to us. This can end up hurting people
inadvertently because of the anger we have for being hurt by them. It is
very important to work on ourselves to the point that even if we do get
angry, we try to control it quickly so that our thoughts and actions don’t
chas v’shalom hurt the people closest to us.



