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The Sforno explains that there is a difference between the Mishkan, the first Beis Hamikdash
and the second Beis Hamikdash regarding whether God rested his presence in the Mishkan/
Beis Hamikdash and if it was destroyed by the nations of the world. The Mishkan had both
the presence of God and was never destroyed by the nations, the first Beis Hamikdash had
the presence of God but it was in the end destroyed by the nations and the second Beis
Hamikdash did not have the presence of God in it and was destroyed by the nations. The
difference was that the Mishkan had the following conditions that made it so special and are
learned out from this Pasuk. Firstly, the person who commanded Bnei Yisroel to build the
Mishkan was Moshe Rabbeinu, the Mishkan had the luchos in it, it was build by Bnei Yisroel
and the Leviim had their jobs in the Mishkan (ie taking apart and rebuilding the Mishkan
when they travelled). The first Beis Hamikdash had only the three first conditions, but it was
built partially by non-Jews and therefore it was destroyed in the end while the second Beis
Hamikdash had none of the conditions.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following question. | can understand why the first
three conditions could have an impact on the holiness and destruction of the Beis
Hamikdash as there was some lack in the building of the Mishkan as it was done by non-
Jews or that the luchos were not there. However, just because the Leviim did not return
during the period of the second Beis Hamikdash, their work was done by the Kohanim so
why was this considered a lack in the holiness of the second Beis Hamikdash?

The answer can be that every person in Bnei Yisroel has a role in the worship of God. If the
work gets done but not by the people who should have been doing it, there is a lack of the
completeness of the worship, and this leaves a hole in the holiness of the Beis Hamikdash.
Every single person has a role to play in the service of God in order for the worship of Bnei
Yisroel to God to be complete. No person should ever say, my actions have no impact as | am
not a great tzadik but rather to understand that their actions are an integral part of the
service of God and without their Mitzvos there will be a lack in Bnei Yisroel’s service of God.
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Rashi explains to us that the TYw 122 were not the garments that the Kohanim wore
but rather they were used to cover the vessels of the Mishkan during their travels in
the desert. It seems from the fact that these covers were commanded by Moshe to
be made with all the other vessels of the Mishkan that they themselves had some
level of holiness.

If we analyze this Rashi we can ask the following question. The covers do not seem to
be doing anything within the services in the Mishkan nor are they integral parts of
the Mishkan in which the worship is being done. They were only there to protect the
vessels from the elements, so why was there a requirement to have these covers
made along with all the other vessels in the Mishkan and use the materials that were
donated by Bnei Yisroel to build the Mishkan?

The answer can be that the Torah is teaching us a very important lesson. Sometimes
we feel that the only thing that is considered to be a Mitzvah is the actual Mitzvah
itself but things that are secondary to the Mitzvah which are necessary are not so
important. We need to realize that everything that assists in the overall goal of
accomplishing Mitzvos is part of the Mitzvah. A person should never think that since |
am not a Rebbe, anything | can do for an institution is not worth anything. The
opposite is true anything you can do for a Torah or chesed institution is as if you are
teaching Torah, doing the Chesed, etc. If a person is handy and can do work for a shul
or Yeshiva, they are an integral part of the work that is being done by the Yeshiva and
the Torah and Tefila occurring there. We should always keep this in mind and look for
opportunities where we can use our skills to assist institutions and people to be
involved in the spreading of Torah and Mitzvos.
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The Torah tells us that in order to be able to sew the strips of gold into the garments
with the other materials they first needed to flatten the bars of gold and then to cut
the gold into strips. The Sforno explains that the people that donated the gold
flattened it first in order that the workers should be able to cut the gold into strips.

If we analyze this Sforno we can ask the following questions. If the workers have to
cut the gold into strips anyway, the amount of extra work necessary to flatten it is
minimal so why was it necessary for Bnei Yisroel to flatten the gold before they
donate it? Furthermore, no one told Bnei Yisroel to do more than just donate the
gold, so why did they feel the need to flatten the gold before donating it?

The Torah here is telling us a very important lesson regarding charity and chesed.
When a person wants to give charity and do chesed we should always focus on giving
it to the person in the way that will benefit them the most now and without the
recipient needing to do additional work in order to get his needs met even if they do
not ask you to do so. For example, if we know a person needs meals, it would be
better to give them food instead of money. We truly need to focus on the needs that
people have and try to fill them to the best of our abilities.
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